BLACK SASH CAPE WESTERN REGION
NEWSLEITER - JULY 1977 NO. 65

Dear Member,

June 16th 1977 wes preceded by a feeling of apprehension
and although incidents did take place, one is thankful that events
were not as horrible as in 1976, But the shock wdves continue
and will go on because of the feeling of black consciousness among
the youths snd of their thwarted aspirations. As has been seen,
despondency can lead to despeir and despsir to violence,

HOUSING PUBLICATIONS:

Dr Margaret Nash (a Black Sash member) has just produced
a gnd edition of "Home", This is s book to be read by all of us and
is avajlable from the office at the cost of R1.00. The Afriksans
edition is about to go to print and donations towards the cost
of publishing sre urgently needed. Donations can be sent, ear-marked
for 'The Afrikaans edition of "Home"' to C.F.C.I.A., St. Saviour's
Church, Claremont,

Also sveilable from the Institute of Race Relations is :
"Squatters of the Western Cape: some causes and remedies", price R4,50,

SQUATTERS :

Members have been working in close conjunction with
CoeFoCel,A., particularly in the Kraaifontein srea and special
tribute must be paid to Joan Grover. :

] As this newslictter goes out attention has switched to
Modderdam and Unibell., OCvor the past 1B months they have developed
8 neighbourly crime-frec community in which Coloured and African
families have cooperated and cared for one another. They have
struggled against great difficulties - a complete lack of weter and
sanitation, insecurity, and constant harrassment. They have even
built themselves & church-cum-community centre shack which the
FWD have pulled down.
At present they are desgperate, The community is being
torn apart, with Coloursds being told to go to Rifle Range (Skietbaan)
near Kuils River and legal Africans to Nyanga (KTC site). Some
coloured families paid their RB site-tex and moved to Rifle Range = to
return to Modderdsm withi» 48 hours because of the unsafe conditions
(including a murder last weekend), Some are still there, trying
in this cold and rainy weather to re-erect their shacks, :
Illegal Africans have been told to apply for assistance
to return to the homelends, That is to say, families have been
told to split up, with the men remesining here to work and the
women and children gbing 'home!, The Africens, legal and illegal,
feel they have been pushcod from pillar to post = Werkgenot, KTC,
Kraaifontein, Modderdsar - ond cannot face another move, They want
to stay where they are. A1l they ask for is sccurity of tenure
and elementary scrviccs {(water, refuse removel). For the rest %hey
are prepared to carry on being an orderly, socially-productive
community. Is that too much to ask? ; ;
What cen ycu de? You can go, and persuade others to go,
to the Modderdam Camp arnd visit the people, You can sce for yoursself
what the situstion is, and you can come back snd share your experiences,
In particular, you can convey your concern to those in suthority and
urge them not to set their regulstions above the higher law of
reserving the family as the fundamental unit of a2 healthy society.
EThe above Information is taken from a pemphlet issued by the
squatter sub-commitfeec of the. Board of Social Responsibility,
Anglican Diocesc of Cape Town,)
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In Memoriem: It is with regret that we rocord the deaths of four~

of our mombers: Mrs C. Jaffe, Mrs Cornish-Bowden, Mrs Gurney,
Mrs Giyn Baker,

Hﬂnﬂraqg;?emberﬂhipt It is with pleasure that we note that Miss
Effie Taylor has accepted sn honorary life membership.

Branch Affiliation: Simonstown has now joined with False Bay,

ROTATING MEBETINGS:

Claremont, Plumstead and Wynberg have decided to rotate
their monthly Branch meetings end other brenches are wolcome to
attend, particularly whon there is a speaker, Palse Bay zre = _
availing themselves of this invitation, :

NEW MEMBERSHIP:

On July 20th, Laurine Platzky is organising a meeting for
prospective new members st St, Ssviour's Parish Hall, Brook 5t.,
Claremont at 8,00 pem. The film "Women on the March" will be
shown =nd discussion will follow, Although this meeting is

Piimarilyzdesigncd ifcr prospective members, all are invited tﬂ.:
atiend,

LEGISLATION PASSED THIS SESSION: it
Prevention of Tliegai Squatting Amendment Act lEEE: Under this Act
1ilegal squatters need not bo given anv notice at all of the . .. .
intention to demolish their shack, Not only the material but also
the contents of the shack may be removed. There is no recourse to
the court whatover ageinst the proposed demolition, the actusl

demolition or the removal of property. Any judgment alresdy given
ceases to be in force now that the Act has been promulgated,

Bantu Laws Amendment Act 1977: Under this Act fines both for
Africans working illegslly and employers employing Africans

1llegally have been increased to R100 maximum,
t: HNo action may be i t againat police acting
E forns uﬁ!héir work during the riots of 1976,

Unemployment Insurance Amen iﬁt: There is now a new system of
calculating -beneflite under the Unemployment Insurance Scheme, This
benefits the higher paid worker but not the lowest paid group.
Broadly speaking the worker receives L5% of the salary he was
earning et the time he bocame unemployed - he must have worked

13 weeks durdng the last 12 months, nust be registored as a

work seceker, He can receive a maximum of 26 weeks benefite in

any 12 months periocd.

STUDY GROUP: .

During April.and May Mrs Robb has run a study group on the effects
of legislation on race relations, Although numbers have been
small, those attending have found it most informative. The noxt
meetings are at Mre Robbls home, 2Highwick Drive, Kenilworth,

on Tuesday 19th and Tuesday 26th July. :

This newsletter haos been drafted for us by Lily Herbstein
and I am very grateful to her, ' . .

o

Mary Burton T
Chairman.

With gﬁad wishes to you all,

2 Long: Strost,
Mowbray.
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