BLACK SASH CAPE WESTERN REGION
NEWSLETTER - SEPTEMBER 1974 No. 58
Dear Member,

This newsletter covers Regional activities from the beginning
of June through to the end of August and takes a quick look at ons or
two events in the near future. This has been a gqulet period as the
Regional Council was in recess during July and has had its numbers
depleted by sickness and leave of absence for most of the time.
However, there still seems to be plenty to tell you about,

. Since the end of June, Mra, Robb has been overaeas and Mra.
Burton has been in the Ghair with Mrs. Stekhoven and Mrs. Brock as
her vice-chairmen.

PROTEST STAWDS

You will remember that as a result of a Stand on May 10th,
Mrs, Hobb and Mra, Raynham were charged under the Gatherings and
Demonstrations Act and were to appear in Court to answer charges.
The cese was eventually withdrawn and the Black Sash has hsan left
wondering what the charges would have haan.

The Opening of Parlisment Stand was held on Tucsday, July 30th
during the lunch hour in Thibault Square as permission to hold it at
the bottom of Government Avenue had boen refused., This turned out to
be a successful veonue. Eighteen women stood with posters and another
threo distrlhutod'pamphlﬂta which explained tho postors more fully.
-The posters werc gathurod undor a bannﬁr which recad PARLIAMENT CAN
and the postors pin-pointed the steps that a Parliament can take to
bring about a just socicty. It was folt that this was a valuablo
exorcise in spitoc of poor press coverage, as wo had got our points
over to a new public - diffcront people from those who have beon
accustomed to our Stands at the foot nf Goveornmont Avonuo.

ALL BRANCH HEETIHGE

On Juno 3rd, an ovening meeting was held at Mrs. Robb's houso,
the spcakor belng Dr. Francis Wilson, locturcr in ecconomics at U.C.YT,
Dr, Wilson spokoc on migrant labour, but from a difforont angle as he
told us about his own oxperionces as a migrant laobouror in Europe
and comparcd it to tho situation in South Africa. A tapo recording
of this talk is available and highly rocommondod.

Thoro was no mocting in July and tho Auguﬂt mooting was hold
on the 5th at Callow Houso at 9,30 a.m. This was the -first All
Branchos moeting to bo hold in tho morning and it can be considored
a sucﬂassful cxperiment for in spito of the roally appalling wocather,
_ therc was o good - attendances It scoms that mothors of school-going
children prefor this timo of day so in futuro evory third All Branchos
- moeting will bo held in the morning. Thorc was no spoakor but o good
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deal of discussion on Black Sash aativiﬁiea and a full report fram
Mrs. Brock on the Chairmen's Conference at East London was read.

This was a'mini-conference! where the Chairmen of the various Regions
- came together for consultation and to bridge the two year gap between
the National Gﬁnfar=ncas. ﬂrs‘ Hnbh anﬂ Hrs. Brock repraaented our

Rﬂgiﬂn._- |
ATHLGHE AB?EUE UPFIGE

-

' - Mrs. Einclair, Hrﬂ. Dunﬂan and Mrs, Hanﬂarann, on hﬂhalt of
thﬂ Blaek Sash Advice foinaa,*ﬂakad for an intorviow with Mr, Punt
Janson to discuss the problems of Africans undor the migrant labour
system and this was grantod them in Pretoria on July 22nd. They were
very graciously roceived but no discussion on specific cases was
allnwed anﬁ guestions on policy were on the wholo politely hrapaﬂaaﬂ.

_____ : Thﬂ Hnmnn’a Argus of August 8th published an article bf~5ua
G&rhett about a ‘particularly hard case that tho Athlone Advice Cffice
- Ha 4 brﬂught to her notice. This concornod a widow with children to
support, whose only ‘moans of earning mnnay in theo arca wherd she was
legally allowed to live, was work on the roads at R5,00 a month,

She came 1llogally to Cape Town urban area in order to earn a more
realistic wage and oventunlly arrived at the Adviece Office for aelp.
_Nothing could be done to get pérmission for her to remain in Cape Town
" but’as n result of the article: in the Woman's Arpus, a sum of money
‘was ‘collected to help with the children's oducation. This money no
doubt is very welcome, but it does not sol?a tho woman's problem.
tht she deapar&tﬂly-wnnta, and there are so many in her position,
is parmiasinn to live where she can earn an udaquata wuge. '

- A decision in the Natal Supréme Court in the case of Mr,
H.ﬁ. Zlkﬂlﬂlﬂ that he should have boen ullnwed timn to fmtqh ‘his
pass may have important raparnuasiuns. '

The Advieco Offico is asking for voluntoors to sit in'ut the
Langa Courts whiloc pass offendors are boing tried. Two people go to
‘the Courts togethor - if you are intﬂrﬂata&, will you ring up the
&ffiu&-fur dmtuila? |

¥,

THEAEUHEH‘S APEEAL AHD THE HﬂRHIHG HHHEET

Thﬁ Truaﬂurcr*ﬂ Appaal is an annuol uffurt which goua aut to
- fricnds of the Black Sash and this year thoro has boon a good rosponse
~to it. This is hoartening but the Rogion still doponds ma inly on the
_Morning Markot for its. funds. - Rising costs mokos the success of tho
Morning Market thoroforo, moro important than over. Ploasc help

.'uJHhDEﬂ?EP Tad can. Tho ¥ rning Market is boing convonod by Mrs. Coplans,

Hra. Aitchison and Mrs. Hacking and is being hﬂld on Suturday, 23rd
Hcvamhﬁr at Clorcmont Civie Centra.

Hore aro tho stalls and the branahaa rnqunaihla fur tham.
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White Elophant Claremont _

Produce Elgin and Somerset West
Toas Gardena/Sca Point

Cakes Wynberg

Books . . Rosebank

Gifts Galore Falsc Bay

Delicatessen Hondebosach

Childrens! Cornor Mrs, Scoble (Plumstead)

~The Plant stall is still in nced of a convenor. Any offers?

REGIONAL CONFERENCE

. .

o e

This takes place on October 1liith at Callow House from 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m. and this yoar it will take a new form. Group exped itions
to placos of lntercst have been planned for the mornihg and you will
already have received a circular asking you to indicote in which group
you wish to be included. Thore will bo six groups, cach visiting one
of the following ploces: The House of Assembly, Longa Courts, University
of the Westorn Cape, Athlone Advice Office, Churches Urban Planning
Commission, Hanover Park and the Early Leoarning Contro. ‘Lunch will
be served back ut Callow House at 12.30 p.m., followed by group
consultation and group rcports back to the Conforence, The esscontinl
businiogs of the Conforoncc will comc lator but cdequate time will be
loft for it as the previous gctivitics will have striect time limits.

TALKS -

We have had soveral intercsting spoikers. The first, Dr.
Froncis Wilson's talk on migrant I bour, has alrondy beon reforrced to.
Tho sccond was givon by Mr. Jan van Eck, the oditor of Dourbrasnk,
at o housc mocting organisod by tho Gardons/Sca Point branch on August
5th. The third was hold at the Rondcbosch Congrogntional Church Hall
and organiscd by tho Rondobosch branch on August 26th. Mr. Rone do
Villiors was tho spocaker aond his subjoct the Publications Bill. 1In
addition, Mra. Henderson has spoken to the Falso Bay brunch on the
Depondants Conferconco ond Mrs. Scoble has given a talk to o house
mcoting on migrant lobour, Mrs. Scoblc is willing to spocak at any
branch or group mocting on this subject,

s

POINTS OF INTEREST = — -

1. Stonds Questionnairc: of the 400 forms sont to mombers 120 were
roturncd. Thc result was not therefore truly rcprose ntative of
our mcmbership and its value limited. The findings werc presonted
in chart form. Full cyclostyled shcots of tho findings oro also
available., Thesc can bo obtained by any branch which might like
to usc them to stimulate furthor discuassion at branch moctings.
Any of the following cre willing to oxplain the findings:

Mrs, Dallas 61-4960, Mra, Pearco 77-1882, Mrs. Raynham 69-4938
and Mrs. Rickaords, Somcrsct Housc, Somcrsct Wost.
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2. Photogrophie Exhibition: this coxhibition will bo held carly next

Eaar convened by Mrs, Finsen and Miss Androws. Tho thomo will be
Coloured Hausing“. . ~

3. HNational Confercnco: tho nﬁxtfﬂatinnal Conforcnce tokes place in
Cape Town from March 10th-13th, 1975. Tho Black Sash will be 20

yvears old next yoar and a prugramme of Epacial interest 1s boing
organiscd, . ;

iR Mcmborship Drivo:. a mﬁmbarahfp drivn in the rogion has hcﬂn
sparkcd off by tho excellent recruiting pamphlct produced’ by '
mombers of tho Rondebosch brunch. Fiwc thousand of these pamphlots
hove boon ordorcd by tho rogions. In tho Capo we urec orgonising
small houso partics to which womon of all racos who arc thought
likely to bc intorcstod in joining the Black Sash, will rececivo
personal invitations, Mrs. Burton is givin: the first of such
porties on Scptomber 19th and ocach branch is urgod to orguaniso
at leocst one, As o boocst to the memborship drivo, Claromont
branch has sugpcstod that the Bluck Sash might havo a monthly
informution tablo 2t likely places in tho suburbs. Suitablo
postors and lcaflcts would act ca a draw ond the public once
attractod to the toblo might wcll wish to tikc ¢ roeruiting

pamphlot or buy tho Blick Sush mopgazinos or the Memorandum on

thﬂ Fass Laws., Cloromont will 1aunﬂh this plan somotime in

Soptembe r. nnd wo hﬂpﬂ ﬁh“t other brunchos will carry on in thoir
own localitics.

With all good wishos from the Rnginnﬂl Gnunnil uﬂd a spocial
plozc to romombor tho Morning Hurkat. _

~ Yours sincoroly,
fﬁ?‘ﬂ'{ﬁ;vuéaxﬁ
Mrs, M. Barker

‘Hon, Soerctury |

IN MEMORIAM

Mrs. I. Hervey - .

Wo deeply rogrot tho douth of. Mrs., Har?ey, for mcny Faara a ?&lued
member of tho Falac Bay Er“nch
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