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MEMORANDUM ON LEGAL FORMS OF PUBLIC PROTEST

This Memorandum has heen prepered with legal asslstance
on the 25th Octobher, 1962

In view of the wide powers given to the Minister of Justice,
1t is necessary thet all Regzions be continually on the
glert for chenges in the sltuatlon.

It is advisehle to have aceess to coples of the Government
Gezettes and to legal advice - an attorney who will take
mettere to Counsel.

Heedouarters will do their best to advise you in 21l
matters, and refer you to Counsel's opinion, for the
Black Sssh, on the Generel Lew Amendment Act of 1962.
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We edvise all Regions to appoint one person to answer
querites from the Police or other Government services, and to
make it known to 211 their rmemhers thet any questions must be
referred to this individusl. A membher of the Blaeck Sash,
approached by & memher of the Police or Speclal Branch, need
only zive her neme end address. One is not compelled to
angwer further gueetions on demand.
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DEMONSTRATIONS BY THT BLACK SASH
(other then thoee prohibited by any banning order of the
Minister of Justice under the Laws of the country).

Demonstrations snd Protests are not prohlbited and, subject
to the Lew of Trespess and suhject to not ohstructing treffic,
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Can g0 on as hefore the pessing of the CGenersl Lew Amendment Act

of 1962,

It must be pointed out, however, that in addition to tres—
pass, the Black Sesh Regions must be cereful not to contravene
Municipsl By-Lews.

In Johannesburg, for instance, we find it advisable to ask
permission of the Town Ulerk (who refers it to the Traffic De-
partment, if necessary) before having any stand or demonstratlon.
As a result, the officials are most co-operative.

Should "gatherings" be hanned, then demonstrations and
protests affected hy the han would have to cease. Remember that
a "gathering" cen be defined as "2 or more persoma". In this
cese seversl people, wildely spaced, could also be termed a
"gathering", es they would have a "common purpose'. However,
it seems thet one person,standing alone, would be permitted, pro-
vided she was not relieved by others st intervals.

Remember thet if, at any time the police should ask
tThese demonstrators to move, this must he complied
with Immedlistely.
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The Bleck Sesh mezazine is not & newspaper and would not
he subject to the rules reguired of newspspers under the General
Law Amendment Act of 1962.

No speech, utterence, writing or statement made by any
person, who hes been prohibited from ettending gatherinzs, cen
he published. This is retrospective end ase a result no
mezazine published in the pest and quoting any person hanned
from a2ttending getherinze can bhe sold or lent to any person.

For nemes of persons banned from attending getherinzs,
Government Gezettes must bhe consulted.

(Government Gazette Extreordinary : Rezulation Gazette 106
deted "Pretoria 30 July, 1962 No. 302" desls with Benned
Persons. )

(Government Gezette Extreordinary : Regulation Gezette 119
d=ted "Pretoria 7 Septemher, 1962 No. 326" deels wlth
ben on "Congress of Democrats".)

To publish or disseminate & notice of a prohihited
gethering is elso an offence under the Genersl Lew Amendment
Act of 19562,
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GENERAL BAN ORDERED BY THE MINISTER OF JUSTICE
ON OCTOBER 20th 1962

Lezsl opinion 1s thet this refers only to demonstrestlons
and meetings on wehelf of people who have been cherged wilth a
crime, end thet it does not therefore prevent protests or de-
monstrations egainst House Arrest, ageinst the General Ban 1t-
gelf or ezelinst any Lews, etec.
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