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v AMENTHENT BILL OF 1957.

The purpose of this 5ill 1s to remove certein anomplies In previous
Wative loaws and to introduce asmendments s focilitate edministration
and control.”

For convenience, the main clouses of the Dill ere ploced under two
anin heedings 1

gLAUSES WHICH REMOVE PCWERS FROM THE LOCAL AUTHCRITIES AND DESTOW THESE
POVERS Oi THE DEPARTMENT CF NATIVE AFFAIRG

Clause 30(a): The power to permit African workseckers to remain in
urban or proclained arcas for longer then 72 hours will be removed fron
Munieipel influx control officers and vested only in Govermment Labour
Dureaux.

Olause 17(£): The Director of Native Lebour will control the establish~-
ment of compounds, married quarters, hospitals, cemeteries or other
foeilities for Africanc. The Bxplanctory Memeorandun stotes thet this
#ill enable the Director to rpprove or disapprove of the sitez upon
which housing or other facilities are tc be established.

Cleuse 35(c): The Act formorly provided thet the spending of moneys fron
the Netive Revonue Fund should be pessed by the loeal authority and
epproved in writing by the Minister. The Dill now aodds: "subject to

such conditions as he (tho Minister) may deem fit.”

Cleuse 38(d): It shall be the duty of the most semlor officer in the
Wetive Adoinistration Department of every urban locol authority to repert
not only tc the loeal autherity concerned (as provided for in the presant
Act), but also to the Secretary for Mative Lffoirs, any irrcgularity which
nay occur in his department, or eny othor occurrence which he may considor
advisable to report.

Clouse A47(i): The Administretor snd the Minlster are enpowercd to amend,

vary or reject draft regulations subnitted by a lecel authority without
necessorily first referring them back to the loenl euthority concerned.

DRASTIC RESTRICTICNS ON INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM OF LSSEMDLY, MOVEMENT AND
RESIDENTLLL RIGHTS COF URBAN LFRICANSS:

Cleuse 29(c) ~ The "Church" clause: To church, school, hospital, club or
other institution or ploce of entertainment which was not in existence con
the first day of January, 1938, to which & Native ieg adnitted or which is
attended by a Native shall be conducted on premises within eny urban area
outeide o location , Netive village, Native hostel or area nor shell eny
neeting, assembly or rotheringto which o Native is ndnitted or which is
attended by a Notive, be conducted or permitted on such premises without
the approval of the Minister given with the concurrence of the urban lecel
authority concecrned, which approval mey be given subject to such conditicns
as the Minigter noy deem fit end may be withdrawn by hin after consultetlon
with the urban local authority concerned, or if he 1s not sptisfied thet any
such condition hns not been observed.

This clouse caused such an outcry from many of the Churches in tle
country, that the Minister hos very slightly anpended it. The erendient
is to the effect thot the Minister may by notice in the Gozotte direct that
no Netive shell ettend any church or other religious service on premises in
any urban area, if in his opinion the presence of such Naotives caouses a
nuisenco. The notice may, however, not be issued by the Minister without
the concurrence of the urbsn local suthority, and the church must be given
a reasonable time to make representations before a notice is issued.
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Clause 30(2) and (b): Restrictions on the right of Africans to remain in
urben or procloimed arecs for more then 72 hours ere to be further curtailed.
Africans born in such crens who heve temporarily given up rosidence thore
will no longer be exempt. The 3111 provides thet they nmust hove resided
uninterruptedly since birth in the crea concerned in order to gealn
exenption.

"Sensonal! workers, i.e. Africens originally nllewed intc an urben
or proclained area for specific periocds, will no longer be permitted to
re—snter the area concerncd after on absence of nore than twelve nenths,
even if they are returning to thelr previous enployers.

Clauses 1(b) and 23(a)s The definition of tauthorized officer", entitled %o
denond the production of docunents by Africans, is very ruch widened.

Glause 39(c) ¢ Repistering Officers are to be enpoered to order Africeons out
5P urban nreas if their papers are not in order. A&t present, nn Africen
vwho hes not complied with influx control regulatiomns, Or the provisions
applicable to foreign Africens, or the lobour burcau regulations, nay Le
roroved from a proclaimed area only efter conviction by the courts, unier
a warrant issued by & Mogistrate or Netive Cormiissioner. In terus of the
Bill, any reristering officer in on urban aree nay be empowered to order
such an Africen to leave the area and not to return for a pericd specified

S

Clause 48: Mopistrates and Native Corrissioners are to be eripowered to crder
Africens out of urben areas if they have failed to cbey repulantions.

it present, an Africen can be ordercd out only after c Qourt conviction.
According to the Explenatory Meriovandus, this "dcos away with the need of
resorting to costly civil process.” There will be = lintted right of review
only, where the Ifrican can prove thet the Native Cormissioner or Mogistrate
acted in bod foith.

Olouses 29(a) and (b): With the excoption of a few classes of Africens, 19
Ifricon will be able to live in an urban aren elsewhere than in a loention,
Motive village or hostel. Those doing so HAY be ordered to remove to o
scheduled Native area or rclensed arca.

Clause 34: As the lew now stands, an African convicted of being wrongfully
in en urban area 2oy be reroved tohis hene or last place of residence. In
terms of this Dill, he may alsc be removed to lony ploce indicated by the
Sceretery for Native Affairs within o scheduled Netlive nreo or a releansed
area", in practice, to o rural villages

Clause 26: The Act previously provided thet Colourec people lawfully
residont in Notive locations, villeges, ctc. ot tho cormencenent of the

1923 Nativee (Urban Areas) Act, and their descendants, night continue to
live thore. The Dill stotes that they will be subject to location
reguletions, and that they nust nove out as soon o8 the Minister is
satisfied thot suitnble accorriodation or serviced plots of land is availeble
clgewhere, ond at latest by the end of 1962,

Clouse 39(e): Forrerly , African men could be prohibited fron working

oo cosunl labourers or independent contractors unless they had cbtained
1icences for steted periods. The new Bill extends this prohibition te
include those working on their own nccount in any trode or businest,

Clouse 36t The Minister is to be enpowered, when fixing rents for Africans
in & locoction or Netive village, to taoke into cccount the cost of providing
cducntional services, Locel suthorities -mst obtein funds by incroceing the
Tontols by an anount not excesding 2 /- per nonth.

M.E.F.
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11th. February = lst. March 1957.

In view of the importence of the legisletion and the length of the
debates in the House, the Parliamentary S ub-Oorzittes felt it would be
advisable to issue its Bulletin on a period of three weeks, to be
followed as soon as possible by Bulletin Kouds

VWeelr ending 15th. February.

1st. Reading - State—aided Institutions - Beparate Amenities Bill.

(inister of Education)t Bill of 1€ lines introducing apartheid into
Stotewaidsd libraries, museums, art galleries end botanical goardens.

Zrd Reading -~ Part Approprietion Bill - Mr. Russell (U.P.) attacked

the CGovernment on over=taxation and doliberate under=—estimation of
revenuo so ae to use the undisclosed but not always unexpected surpluses
for loan funds. Ile alsc accused the Minister of political dishonesty in
makins out that the U.P. wished to obolish income tex end customs duty,
by teking out of its context a statement made by the leader of the
Opposition. The U.,P. was not prepared to reject in toto the policy

of financing Stete expenditure fron current revenue, This policy night
heve to be used in special circumstances. The Minister replied that he
fully sccepted that there should be political honesty. The Government
would adhere to its policy with regard to cepital expenditure, which was
to =see how much money could be found locally and then to seck the balance
OVErsenss

ond. Reading ~- Housing Bill = Dr. Gluckman (U.P.) said that his party

viewed with alarm the steps in the Bill to establish a soparate Native
Housing Board. The Department of Native Affairs was rapidly beconing

a stote within a stete, end 1t was impossible in any country to heve uwWo
Prime Ministers and two governments. Housing should be under the control
of the Health authorities and not of the Minister of Netive Affairs. VWres
there any need for two housing bodies T The pressure for providing
European hcusing had now disappeared and the greatest need in the country
today was probably for Wative housing. He moved en amendnment that the
Bill be sent to a select committec.

Mrs. Solomon (U.P.) said one of the reasons for the U.P.'s cbjection to
the Notive Housing Board was thet it would fall under the Minister of
Native Affairs, who had set the standard that a Native ecrning 215 would
have to pay an economic rental. The result would be undernourishment.
Shc was also totelly opposed to the principle that if = native failed to
pay his rent he could be ejected at 7 days? notice without recourse to the
Courts. Another objection was thet the Bill removed the possibility of
logne to the housing utility ecompanies..

¥r. Davidof? (Labour) said his party wolcomed the Bill, though there were
aspects open to criticism. Did the Bill give the Minister power to embark

" on & vast national housing scheme 2 The Labour Party would like a peneral

stotement of policy before it could agree to tho second reading.

Mr. Cope (U.P.) was afraid that Native housing would be used to impose
The Ministerls ideological policy as in the case of the £3million loan
for Johammesburg native housing.

A
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Mr. Mentz (Nat.) said that the Department of Native Affairs wes obviously

the best body to determine priority and the type of housing to be provided.

It could act spocdily and effeectively te cope with illegal squattors.
Solect Committec refusecd and 2nd. reading passed.

2nd. Reading - Uncmployment Insurancc Amondment Bill - Mrede Klerk,
Minister of Labour) t Top scale of contributors to be ralsed from
£750 to £1250, HNntives earning less than £273 (formorly £182) to bo
excluded., The Bill was o compromise recched by nll Employcra!
Associations and Trade Unions.

Mr.Baton (U.F.) said his party welcomed the Bill, with its ueny inmprove-
ments in bonefits, but felt that it wos not right that the lowest poid
worker, the nantive, should be excluded,

Mr.Hopple(Labour) said labour supported the 3ill, becausc it had eomno
a8 a rosult of discussion betwcen criployers and workers. lNative workoers
carning loss thon £5.3.4. a wock should be included in the scope of the

A ﬂd.
2nd recding poasscd.

Cormittec Stope — Modical, Dontal and Phormocy Bill. Mr. Badenhorst
Durrant (U.F.) moved that therec should be no option of a fine for a
first offonce for offenders conviectod of dealing in habii=forming
drugs. TFincs worc no usc because the degga podlar could casily writo
out a larzo cheque.

The Minister folt thnt the option should be left €o the discretion of

tho Court. .
Mr. Barlow {(Ind.) said he did not believe =ll tho wild stories of dogga
sricking among the youth., Tho Ministor referrcd hinm to a report of a
Comaittec appointed by the late Dr. Stals stating that dagga trafficking
was on the incroaose.

Bill passed in Cormittoe stage.

3rd Rending - Irmorality Bill., lotionalist Vhip, lr. Potgicter, sald

the U.P. Was opposed to logislotion on miscegenation, but was afreid to

voto against it bocauge of the plattelend. Mr. Lawrence (U.P.) retorted

that the U.P. was opposed to niscegenation, but did not necd laws to kecp

the standards set by the South Africen way of lifcs The U.P. would

support the Immorality Bill sincc it was merely a consolidoting measure. —
3rd. Reading passcd.

ond Reading - Electoral Lews Further Amondment Bill (Dr. Donges,

Minister of the Intorior), stated that the Bill contained four

amendnents to the eketoral laws i

(1) Postal votes should be issued strictly in accordance with the
mum ericeal order of the spplications receiveds Further, when two
or more applications are received from the same voter, the last
application is the one to be considered, provided a postal vote
has not already been lssued.

(2) This cmendmeont ie designed to moot the case of a voter who comes to
vote and finds that some one else has already voted in his nemo.
It also applies to a porson who has not received his postal vote
ballot papers.

(3) Presiding Officors are allowed to vote by doclaration,
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(4) The delimitation of constitucnciec for Coloureds in tho Cape
Province will be made immcdistely after the general delinitation
so that everything will be ready for the general clection.

Mr.Lowrence (U.P.) soid that the U.P. would not propose Clause 1y
but wished to point out the dengor of unscrupulous orgenisers
inducing a voter to change his mind,.

Mr.Dovidoff (lobeur) asked whether it would not provent abuse of
postal votes if the first application, not the last, were considored,

The Minister did not ogree with these suggestions and the seecond reading
was posscd.

Private Member's Bill - Mr, van don Heover (Note )3 Bill urging
enquiry into consumors! buy-aid nssocictions with a view to
establishing proper control over them by legislation or otherwisc.

Al1 stages - Hirec Purchasze Amendment Bill (Minister of Econonic Affairs,
Ir. van Rhij¥}: Under existing Act the Minister was required to give
throc months’ notice of any alteration he might prescribe, ©.g. tho
amount of the deposit paid cnd the period necded to corplete poyment.

At the roquest of the Motor Trade, the Bill made a reduction of the
deposit  of immediste effect from the date of publication of the notico,.
T he U.P. supported the Bill,

Wcek ‘ending 22nd. Februdry. - ;
ond, Rending - Dofence Bill t . (Mr. Erasnus, Minister of Defenco) s
Provisionss (1) "U.DsFe" replaced on rocommendation of a Sclect

Gormuittoc by the Maore suitoble end simpler neme" of "tho 8.A.Defence

P/59.

Forces", Under Defence Act of 1912 Defence forces consisted of
Permanent Force, Active Citizen Force and various gpecinl roserves,
Now to be conposed of F.F., Oitizen Force and Cormandos (1late skiot~
Kormandos)e One bip rescrve force: Reserve of Officers, Citizen
Force Reserve and the Netlonel Reserve. :

(2) Every citizen from 17=65 con be compolled to do service as
prescribed. PeF. required for defence, prevention or suppression
of internel disorder, preservation of life, property or essential
services, and for police dutles. _

(3) Territorial restrictions on employment of D.F. in tine of war to be
lef't assince 1912, i.o. when it comes to service outside S«hh.
volunteere to be called for.

(4) Mecbers of rocognised church orgenisations forbidden to fight
could be required to serve in non-—combatant copacity.

(5) Bill provides for foreigmers to be allowed to onter F.F. for
specified periods. This provision is necessary by toking over
of Simonstown base. It is esscntiasl te rotain services of tecini-
cinng and other highly gqualifiad personnel.

U.Ps pointed out the weakmesses and asked for arendnentss

rijhﬂny nember serving in S.A.DsF. to be required in time of war to
nerforn services anywhere within or without borders of Union.

(2) Constitution, discipline and training of the commandos to be on
the scale laid down for the C.F. thus equipping then for frontline
rospensibilities and affording them the protcction of the methods
end training of modern warfare. Commando training now said to be
of "bow and arrow stendard.®

A/
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(3) The establishment of a Council of Defence to advise the

Ministcr on matters affecting dofence requirements and peaco

and security of Union. :
Mr. Gay (U.P.) rccalled the bitter lessons of tho last war, whon
Officers who had cost thousends of pounds to train walked out rather
than go North.s It would be fatal under conditions of nuclear warfarc,
Capt. Strydon (Nat.) said the system had worked well in past.
Mr, Honwood (Usl.) in view of spoed and range of modern warfare
thought it was timo to consider total conscription in time of war.
Mrs, Bolonon (U.P.) wanted at least skeleton force of trained or semi-
trained women to act as instructors in tine of war,

Mr. Lovell (labour) said his party could not suppori the U.P. amenduent,
which nsked for training of commandos on sarme secale os the C.F. Sadke
could not afford it. Also, since therc was no real unity in S.A., no
Govornnment could forece peoplec fiercoly opposed to a war to serve in tho
Arny,

Mr, Stanford (Notives! Repr.) said an inmportant consideration in linite
ing movenments of S.A. troops was that the S.A.Navy would hove thousands
of miles of comst line to protect and millions of squere niles of sce.
The burdens of defence fell only on the white mon. The entire
population should be called on to defend the country.

Mr. Vosloo (Nat.) said that should the Union go to war with e non-
Buropean nation, the Natives would be inclined to side with the cneny.
Col. Bhearer (U.P.) asked for a sound warning systen for large urban
areas, and the erection of radar secreens. He said the Govit., rust
realise the Afro-Asion alignment. Total war is slle-cmbracing, and
provision must be made for the possible cutting off of supplies of
armunition, and for expanding the medical and nursing services.

Mr. Durrant (U.P.) wanted the Comriandos trained in casec their officeors
were chosen to cormmend C.F. Units. ;

Al]l stoapes -~ Tarks and Lands Amendment Bill 3 Minister of Lands, Mr.
Sauer, said the Bill was to ratify an cxchange of land betwoen the
Nationnl Parks Board and the Netive Trust where one encrooched on the
other near Pretorius Kop.

Committoc stope end 3rd. Reading - Unenployment Insurance Bill:

Mrs, Ballinger (Notivos' Repr) hoped the Minister of Labour would go
into tho natter of Netive workers and do his bost to bring then within
the embit of this Bill, The Minister said thorc was no domand. If
great numbers wanted to be included he would consider the matter. Mr.
Hopple (Labour) said he could produce ample evidence thot Native
workers wanted to be included,

During Question Time Mrs. Suzmon (U.P.) asked about polic vaecine.

The Minister of Health inforned the House that the Govt. was to inport
300,000 doses of 8allk vacecine from U.S.A. The Minister did not know
that 8,A. veccine had been exported to neighbouring countriees,

Cormittec 8tage — Housing Bill: Mrs. Suznan {U.P.) said the U.P. had no
ebsolute objection to the Bantu Housing Doard, bocause it night speed

up netive housing, but it did cbject to any extension of the Empire of
the Minister of Notive Affairs. The setting up of such a board was

a tacit admission of o permanent urban Native population, yet the Doard
was being placed under the control of a Minister who denied the existence
of that populaticn,
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Copte du Toit (U.P.) wanted the provisions of the Dill cxtended to
Public Utility Conpenies in connection with housing schenes and
construction of dwellings. The Minister refused. He felt that such
s Company could never have the sane sonse of rosponeibility ce a locnl
puthority which was o derwworatically elected body respensible to the
public.
Mrs, Bollinger wanted Natives arpointed to the Housing Board - rofuscd,
The Lebour TParty approved of the Housing Bill, cxcept Bantu Housing
Boardes
Mrs. Solorion (U.P.) objected to the clouse whereby officers of the
Housing Cormiission could repossess & housc after 7 days without a courk
order, if the rent were not poid. It wae another clausc which sougiit
to bypass the Courts, onc she wented the tine extended to 30 days.
Rofuced.
The Lobour Party wonted no reposeession except by order of Court -
Refused.

Bill ndopted in Committee and reported with aneninents.

One of the amendments proposed by Dr. Seit (U.P.) ond accepted by the
Ministor was o clause enabling non-Eurcpoans o obtain first wertpgnges
for the orection of houses, althourh they do not posscss frechold.

lst. Roading — Notive Laws Anendment Bi11 (Dr. Verwoord, Minister of

Netive Affairs): to tighton control over +ho rovonents of Natives ond
fncilitato their romoval from urban arcas.

Privotc Merberls Bill ~ Mr. Pocock (U.P.) This Dill asked the Government
to considor compulsory contributory pension schone for gll adult
Eurcpeans and peyrent of farily allowonces without o noons test to nll
Eurcpeon porents of nore than one childs Also to consider the exteonsicn
of the schene to non-whites,

UeFs and Labour supportec the rotion. Mrs, Suzran {U'F-)Eﬂid S.h. wos
the only country in the Cormenwoolth which did nct pay farily allowencos
froe of the neans test. Mr. ﬁhitﬂlqg_(Lahuur) erid there was o big
gep botween pensions for whitos ond non-whites and asked for old apo
pensiona for Hatives to be incrensed. :

Mpe ven der Walt (Nat.) said employors should bo corpelled to instltute

I11.

F/61.

pension schenes for thelr vorkers.
Debate adjourned.

Week onding Fridey, March lst.

Housing Bill -~ 3rd. Reading: Dr. Gluckman (U.FP.) felt the Governnent
would hove been wiser to send the Bill to a Soloct Cormittee. Much in
tho Bill was welconed by both sides of the Houseo, particularly the
crention of a Central Housing Fund which the U.Ps haod advocated for
nany yeers. In ite 1944 Housing lct and its 1945 (Emergency Powers )
Act the U.P. had contributed ruch that wes goods Dut thie Dill repceled
end replaced all housing lerislation for the past 37 yocars and cd rhit
well be the housing charter for the next 50 yoars. In thet casoc it
would be oxpectod to plan for the Tomlinson Roportls estimated six
million Hatives in urban arcas. The 3ill might have cmerged in an
jnproved forn fron a Select Cormittoes Now it bristled with obscure
and in some cases, harsh provisionsat (1) It was difficult to appreciate
the functions, composition and future policy of the Notional Housing
Cormission and the Dantu Housing Board, Doth bedies prosunably would
have power to construct scheres. (2) The second difficulty was the
placing of hcusing not where it hed always belonged, under the
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Minister of Health, but under the Minister of Native Affeirs. Was
the National Housing Board to absorb the Native Rescttlement Board ¥
(3) Although the Minister hed given the assurance that no loans would
be approved without the consent of the Administrator, it had been
admitted by the Minister that the power of the Provincial Councils
to approve housing schemes was now vested in the Netional Housing
Cormission. (4) Provisions in the Bill also indiceted that local
authorities might have to submit to the dictates of the new housing
authorities created by the Dill. (5) The Minister hed rejected an
appeal made by U.P. speokers against the harsh provisions affecting
both owners and tenants to be deoalt with at short notice without
recourse to the Courts. (6) The fears of Utility Companies that in
future they would be operating under adverse circumstances had not
been allayed.
Minister's Reply: Mr. Viljoen, Minister of Health, said that the 3ill
woe before the country for almost two years and all interested bodies
had had en opportunity to make recommendations. MAlso the Housing
Cormission had been in close touch with bodies and individuals with
experience of housing schemes. All the amendments submitted by the
Opposition were considered, but many would have obstructed the
administration of the Dill. He had indicated how powers under the lLct
were divided between himself and the Minister of Native Affeirs to
assist in speeding up the provision of housing. To have accepted the —
Opposition's emendments with regard to the collection of rents would
have nmade the tagk of the Housing Commission's officinls impossible.
Zrd. Ronding passed.

Cape Town Foreshors Amendment Dill - lst. Rending.

Defence Bill — 2nd, Reading: Mr. Erasmus, Minister of Dofence,replied
to questions and amondments mnde in the 2nd. reading Debate t (1) The
1955 Simonstown Agreement replaced all previous agreements in regard
to & inmonstown. :

(2) There was legal provision in the Bill for all neceasary civilian
protection scrvices. _

{53 The Medical Corps alrendy formed part of the Permanent Force.

(4) The Dill provided for the training of women. The only question
wes one of peclicy se to what training they should receive.

(5) Conseription of Industries: The Governor-General was eupowercd
under Clause 100 o commandeer industries, nechinery, etc. in caso

of riots or war. In terns of Clause BT{IE he could exercise control
over employers.

(6) It might be possible later in the session to give information about
the defence arrangemcnts on the African continent.

(7) The Opposition hed asked that the Iefence Council should be nede
corpulsory instend of permissive. The Minister did not think it
necessary, but tho Bill hnrd permissive perrission which the Opposition
could usc whenever they care to power. The Govermment alrendy had =
non-politicel StaffCouncil, two other Advisory Doards ond a Deflence
Rescurces Doanrd. The estnblishment of snother Board relating to
atonic power, radar and telecormunication was under consideration.

(8) The amendnent of the Opposition esked for training of the Cormendos
o bc on the sore basis as Citizen Force treining. This was too
expengive (it would cost £12 nillion per anmm rore) and would only
destroy the character of the Cormandos. , A fow mombers hed praiscd the
Cormendos during the debatai but it had becone nore end more a cose of
"darmning with faint preise. The Commandos would long remenber tho
leading article in the Rend Daily Mnil in 1954 under the headline of
"Sranivleis Army."  This bedy of 80,000 volunteers, which included
English-spenking officers and mcn, wes particulerly dear to the heart
of the Afrikener. Many of the Officers received Citizen Force training.
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(9) Corpulsory oversens scrvice: The Minieter wondered ifthe new
Leader of the Opposition renlized the drastic neture of this proposals
Tt was o bone of contention with a long history, = "prickly pear® which
no lender on thnt side of the House hed ever dared to clasp to hia
political boson. He ndvised the Leader of the Opposition to meke this
an election issue, and he had no doubt as to the result. Did not the
"Red Onth" leave sufficient bitterness and recrinination in it s woke?
T he Minister therefore rejected the Opposition cmendments.
ond. Reading pessed, Lobour voting with the Governnent .

Defence Bill - Comnittee Stages Mr, Stenford (Natives! Rep. ) said that
frono opinions he had gethered since the second reading debate there
appoared to be more people interested in the employment of none—
Buropeans in our Defence Force than even he was awarc ofs It was on
untenable argunent thet non-Eurcpean traps night desert and go over to
the eneryye That was a matter of treining, descipline and esprit de
corps. It was an old prineiple for non-Europeans to be called up 1o
fight. It hnd been done fron the days of the o0ld Republics until the
First World War, but the new principle had crept in at the tine of the
Second World War. Mr. Barlow (Ind.) agreed that throughout South
Africen history the coloured people had fourht beside the white man.
Mr. Lovell (Labour) agreed with the Minister that there woas provision
for the Governnment to use the non-White people in a capacity approved
by the Government, but he felt that the Minister should hove the power
to apply treining to the non-Whites. It would be better not to entagonize
four=fifths of the populetion by ncking it difficult for then to be used
in the defence of 8.A. The Minister said that it was the policy of the
Governnent not to enploy Notives end Colcureds in a conbatant capecity,
but that clouse 3 gave the Government all the powers it needed and if
any future Government wanted to use then in a conbatant capacity, then
it took that power under thet clause.

Mr. Lovell (Lebour) wanted the difference between civilian pay and
troining allowances for young 1nen doing their compulsory training to

be nade up by the Government. The Minister said it had never been

done and would cost the State a large sun of money.
Mr. Goy §U.F‘} found the clause liniting the Permanent Force to service
within the Union anbipucus. Another clause appeared to indicate that
the P.F, could be sent to , say, the Rhodesies. The Minister sald
that the proviso in this Bill amounted tc alnost the same thing as
under the old Act, when the P.F. could be used on a veluntary basis,
outside our borders. Mr. Hepple (Iabour) felt that it would be wrong
for cur P.F. to be used in the quelling of disorders in adjoining
territories. In Africe this would convey the impression that our Eolls;
which was a White force, would be used to further the policy of White
domination.

The Minister replied that the Union and eny other nation might nsake an
ogreerient that the I'.F. could, under certain circunstances go outside
the borders of the Union, in tine of war.

Progress reported and lesve asked to sit again.

Defence Dill - Cormittee Stege (resured): The Minister rejected Usls
amendoents regerding (a) rise in pay for officers holding scting rank.
(b) shortening of the maxinun perlod of seven years! exemption from
rilitery training, and (c) that relevant provisicns epplying to
Citizen Force should alsc apply to Commandos.

Progress reported.
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Police Arentrment Dill = 2nd Readingt The Ministor of Justice sald that
as this was largely a Dill consolideting end traneleting into Afrikoons
certain laws of the various Provinces, he proposed to deal fully with
certain of the clauses only.
(1) Certain minor provisions in regerd to adiinistrative matters.
(2) Olouse 19 The coneolidation of laws in regard to the penalitics
inflicted on people who interfere with the police in the
executive of their duty. Fornerly, only the word "disturbs” wes
used; now we use the words "wilfully interferes". The word
"disturbs" end the Afrikeans "steur" are wide terms. Therecfore ve
use the tern "wilfully interferes.”
(3) Clause 4. section 6 ter. No member of the foree can be conpelled
to make public or divulge any document which he moy happen to hawve in
his possession in regard to a crininel case which he investigeted
or is still investigating, in any court cass, criminal or eivil,
without the consent of the Commissioner of Folice. If the
Cormissioner dees not consent, the person may appeal to the
Minister of Justice, whose decision shall be final.
The Minister stated that the reason for this clauss was the
neccessity for protecting people whe supply the pelice with
‘information. Often pecple were willing to give very importent
information on condition that their nanes were not divulged. Should _
the Minister refuse to release documents which were alleged would
prove the innocence of the nccused, the Attorney-CGeneral could refuse
to proceed with the case., There were no sinister motives to give
riore powers to the police and to dininish the rights of the public.

In debote, Mr. Lewrence (U.F.) considered that the "docunents" clause
ripht in fact react ogainst the police as there would be persons who
would rend o sinister intention into the elausce The Minister should
have consulted legal bodies before neking a nejor alteration in
prineiple, because whereas fornerly the ndnlssibility of a docunient wos
vested in the courts, now the principle was that it would rest in the
hends of the police or the Minister of Justice.
With regord to clause 19, Mr. Lawrence felt thet the words "wilfully
interfere" were intended to widen the scope of action cgeinst the pelics,
He rioved an enendnent that the provisions of Cl. sc 4 be onitted and
subriitted to the Law Revision Committee for investigation and that the
words Minterfere with" be deleted from Clause 19. !
Dr. 8rit (U.i.) seconded the amendrnent saying thet the fundamental issue
in a1l oriminal trinls was the ruilt or innocence of the accused, cnd if
the production of a docunent in the possession of the police would
esteblish the innocenco of the accused, that document should be made
available to the Court, and it should not be for the police to =ay
whether it should be or not.
He said that clause 19 had caused grave misgivings in the ninde of the
public, particularly in view of the statement made by the Cormissioner
of Police, who was reported in the Fressto have said: "the word Tinter=
fere" has been inecluded to stop the ncsey-parkers and troublemakers that
one gets in Johannesburg ond other places." If the interpretntion of the
Cormissioner wos correct then any bystender who remcnstrated with a
policeran or any Press photographer nizht be arrested.
Mr. Lovell (Labour): said that henceforth whether o court belleved that
such & docunent would or would not prove the innccence of the accused,
it could not order the police to produce it if they refused. to
produce it. That was a very serious proposal,for the Minister of
Justice to nake. What abo:t the number of political casce we have
had since this Government came to power, where the Minister has a
direct interest in seeing that the accused is convicted? Appeal to
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Tho Minister was esn enpty gesture, an eppeal fron Pontius to Filate,
and es the Minieter's name was Robert, an appeal fron Dobby to "Bobby".
With regard to the word "interfers", Mr. Lovell asked whether it was
not a strange coincidence that a proposal to change the law should
core ot this tine of alrmost daily complaints that the police hed
acting wrongly towards the public.  The police had allezed that men
who took photozraphs of their control of crowds were interfering with
(not disturbing)them. One of the greatest safegucrds against the
abuse of power was public cpinion. He wondered if we did not need a
law stopping the police from interfering with the public.

My, Froneran (Net.) contended that the word "inteferc" was not forsign
To statute law in this country, and was being used to bring the Police
Act into line with the Defence Act. With regard to the "docunents”
clause, he felt that certain statenments to the police ought to receive
protection, but if o policeman withheld sorething which he knew would
prove o man's innocence, he nade himself guilty of an offience and
could be charged.

Maj. ven der Byl (U.P.) t If ho does not produce the docunents, how

do you lenow he has then 17

Mr, Fronermant If he ig charged with defeating the ends of justice, then
those docunents have to be produced by the Crown.

Mr. Waring (Ind.) seid he did not like Clause 4e

Mrs. Solomon (U.F.) said she had listened with interest to Mr. Waring
who hod storted off preising the BDill, but ended by saying he did not
1like Clause 4. She did not like it either. Truth could cnly be

found when all the evidence was available, and it was counter to every
principle of justice that a policc official was enpowered by the low
to keep evidence from the courts.

Mr., du Plessis (Net., Brekpan): Several Governnent nenbers were not
perfoctly happy about clause 4, cspecially in cases of collisions
between notor vehicles, ond would like to have an nssurance fron the
Minister thet it would not affect pest procedure nanmely, that police
nssistance would be given when needed.

Mr. Lee-=Warden (Notives' Rep.) felt that it was vitally inportant thot
docurents seized by the police should be available to the defence. If
you were arrested in your hone, docunents taken fron your house by the
Police night contain the essence of proving your innccence. For the
Native people he represented this had been a pelice state for a very
long time. Mecsures such as this proved thaot White people alsc were
roing to feel the effect of this typs of legislation.

He felt too thot the word "interfere" in clause 19 had been included to
protect the police from the scorching criticisn of public opinion which
might flow fron some of the photographs taken of the police over-
exercising their authority.

Debate adjourned.

Motor Carrier Trensportation Anendment Aet — 1st Reading.

(Minister oflransport, Mr. S choenan). If the Natives persisted in
their boycott of the buses and the operating conpany withdrew its buses,
the Act would be arended so as to prohibit other transport compenies
fron operating on the routes affected by the boycotte Alternatively,
the Dill pives the Minister power to dictate conditions under which a
substituted service may be run. He ney cancel his prohibiticn or vary
his conditions,

Motor Cmrrier Transportation Amendment Bill - 2nd Readings Introducing
the Dill, Mr. Schoeman said that it neant that no other bus company
would be allovwed on the route where the buses would be withdrawn. He
adnitted it wos drastic legislation, but the circumstances were
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exceptional. Quoting from severcl newspapers, he contonded that the
Africon National Congress wes trying to test its strength and its
organising ability. He did not believe the rcason was gconoriics The
boycott was being kept alive by agitators. The leaders had not
approached the Government, not that he, the Minister, would have
negoticted with then. Nor did he agree with the "wonderful
suggestion" made by Cormerce, Industry and the Johamnesburg City
Council thet he should introduce legislation to compel employers to
increase wages. When the employers did tcke that decision, tho
Notive leaders laughed nt then,

Hod it not been for the spineless attitude of the Oppesition, end the
scandalous and irresponsible behaviour of "The Star" and the i Rand
Daily Mail," the boycott would have ended weeks beforee "The Star”
had surpassed the "Rend Deily Mail" in meanness, vileness and
irreeponsibility.

The U,P. staterent, issued after eipght weeks of ailence, did nct

agroo thet the boycott was purely politicel, but said that it was
rooted in the poverty of the urban Natives, which nede then a prey

of political agitators, Now because the Governrient had accepted the
challenge, the U.Ps said the Government was inconpetont. The hypocrisy
of the eroccodile tears now being shed over the poverty of the poor
native, was enough to nauseate any decent and honourable man. If
subversive Netive orgenisatione were to be allowed tc use this boyeott
weapon, we in this country were heading for chaocs. The Minister said
he was soon going to recormend the prohibition of all neetings where
Natives were incited by apitators, White and Dlack .

Sir de Villiers Graaff (U.P.): The Minister's statement made no
ntterpt to justify the Dill - he had hardly nentioned its The U.T.
was against all boycotts, They hod reneined silent when the boycott
began bocause the Minister had at once made it a pelitical rintter.

The Minister had said that thousands were intimidated into taking part
in the boycott. Were the police used to prevent intimidation or to
act as a political weapon in the hands of the Goverrnment T

The introduction of this Bill had changed the whole position, becausc
the Native who had been forced to take part in the boycott was now
going to be alienated finally. The Ministor had repeatedly said the
boycott was purely politifal, but he (Graaff) could not see thats

The econoniie plirht of the Netive was plain, In 1954 the averagoe
Africon farily earned £15.18,11, per nonth, but needed to spend for
foriily health, 2 minirunm of £23.10.4. Even 2d. a day neant a great
deal to such people. .

Dut that was not all, Under the Naotionelist Governnent there had been
a stoady destruction of the existing bridges between European and non-
Buropean. The Governnent nininised the econoric plight of the non-
European and failed to appreciate the nccessity for consultation with
Netive leaders. The Government should heve anticipated the vielent
renction to increased fares and given an undertaking that there

would be en irmediste enquiry. They were either lacking in foresight
or else conpletely out of touch with the Native people. They appecred
to be willing to spend large sums of ncney = £70,000 - £80,000 per
ronth to neot the losses of Putco, when it was possible thet a little
roney spent at the beginning nmight have resulted in a gettlonent before
the agitator had a chance to get hold of the peeple. This Bill must
be viewed apainst the background of poverty, political exploitaticn,
intinidation, nissed opportunities, blundering and now, some degree of
panice This Dill anmcunted to a counter=boycott, an attack not only on
the Natives, but on the cormercial and industrial comrunity of
Johanmesburg. It was a neasure of counter—intinidation which would
hit the innocent and lead to new rosentnents. A proper investigntion
was necessary, not only of the econonic situation of the Natives, but
of tronsport services. There might be further occurences and this
boycott showed the strain to which our rultiracial society was subject.
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Sir de V. Graaff moved that the Dill "be read this day six nonths.!

Mr, M. Viljoen (Nat.) The attitude of the Opposition wes o groat
disappointment to the House and to the public. It was reca onable %o
expect not only the Governoent but alsc the Opposition to teke a firn
line on such an inportant nmattor. Instead, the Leader of the
Opposition showed that he had fallen prey to the Liberalists in his
party. In an attempt to argue away the political bneis of the boycott,
he hnd resorted to all sorts of Leftist arpunents,that econonically thoe
Netive is treated badly in this country, his low level of incono, and
that the background of the boycctt was due to the poverty and hardship
which had to be endured by the Notive. This type of speech nade by
the Leader of the Opposition, which wes e niisrepresentation of tho
actunl cconoric position of the Native, was nothing but an cncourc.ronsnt
to the boyeott londers, and differcd in no way fron the ~ttacks mnde
upon the Governmont by the African National Oongrecs. The facts were
thot from 1940 to 1950 Native wages rose by 124%, that frem 19535 to
1955 iutco was subsidised by £500,000 from tho Levy Fund, and thet
since 1948 the Government hed spent £31,000,000 on Fotive Housing,

The Cpposition corplained that there had becn insufficient consuli-—
ation with the Notives. Governnent officials hed in fact done every-
thing to consult with thep. Was it not the Minister of Notive Affairs
who had held ndabas with the Natives where he explained apartheid and
the Nntive legisletion 7 Did the U.l's rncan that the Minister should
po and censult with the leaders of the L.l.C. 1 The expericnece of our
neighbours in the Federetion had shown thet the Notives were not
intorestod in ecnsultntion and partnership. They wanted cne thing
only, the vote, for everyboedy, and they wanted to govern the country.
The boycott had ene ain only, and that wes to overthrow White cuthority
in thie country. The House should recall the riots in the Eastern Cape
and the death of the nun, Dr. Quinlan, The Governmont should sericusly
coneidor the question of bonning the A.N.C. in the interests of Seuth
Africe.

Mr. Hoople (labour)s The real purpose of this Till was punitive.
Tt wos oined at punishing the residents of Alexandra Tovmship becruse
they hod stood up for an econoridc right. The Minister had used the
nethods used by fools and tyrants, not by intelligent derocrats. The
Governrent treated all those who did not f21l in with its wishes as
erirningls or eneries of 8.A. Their ein wes to break the spirit of
four~fifths of the people of S.As Tho record showed thet if enybody
had Deheved in a states-anlike mammer, it hod becn the leacers of the
bus boycott. Tho Minister's ettitude on the 17th.Jenuary wosi the
Governrient would not be intinideted: The Govt. wes not prepared to
intervene; employers could help cnd the boycott by refusing to poy
for tine not worked; nmisruided neombers of the public should be prevelled
upon not to give lifte to Notives; if employers wished to increcse the
wages of their Hatives it was thelr own affair; the Minister had
instructed his Departnent to toke sction against contraventions of the
Motor Transportation Act.

Mr. Hepple =said he had pIEmded with the Minister for o more reascnable
attitude, but without avail. In February the Govt. threw in all the
weight of its force and power to break ths boyeoti. They stopped
private cars giving people lifts; the police even let the air out of
bicycle tyres. dArmed with revelvers and sten guns they deranded
reference books and tax receipts; they stopped European eryployers!
vans taking enployees horne. The Minister's own Department in Freteria
cut the train service at lady Selborne, and officials refused to issue
daily tickets. 2000 Natives were teken out of a Governnent Hostel and
arrested, ond the Govt. collected over £2,000 in fincs fron those peoplos
A1l the  Govermient were concerned with was not hunan suffering or the
ccononic situntion of the coumtry, but thet the Govit. itsclf was put
in the right.
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Of coursc there had been o rise in Motive wegcs, but what was tho
gxtont of the increnses 1 Ir. van Bek in a recent paper said that
fron 1945 to 1955 there had beon an increase of 90% in the wagos of
Whites in industry, and for Fatlvce an inereanse uf~5ﬂ%,just over half
of thot of the Europeons. The statutory Cost of Living Allowance of’
those unfortunate bus-users wns barely 40% of the actual rise in the

cost of living. :
As for ns Putco was concernod a vital service like transport should
net be in the hands of private individuals,.

A decent wage for the Afriemn was necossary, but it was the Govt.
who should corpel employcrs to do this.

Mr. Mentz (Mgt.) The country now knew where the U,P. stood in this
nattors. Dy oppesing the prineiple of the Bill to end the boycott they
wore roking cormon couse with the boycotters. When Col. Jordan

lounchod that violent nttack apoinst ell Afriksens institutions, he

was not repudiated by his Party, and as long as tho Leader of the Usl
did not do so, he (Mr. Montz) would asscciate the UsP. with tho statenont
by the African Nationnl Congress in which they saild they were boing to
boycott Afrikaans institutions. The Govermment rust pass this Dill and
breel the boycott once and for all and save White South Africa.

Mrs, Dallinrer (Nativea! Rop.): Mr. Viljoon's speech wes alerming and
dangerous, the sort of spoech that was the proctest danger o Se.he The
boycott woes originally an ccononic nattor. In 1943 when sinilar

boycotts arcse the U.P. at loast appointed a cormiseion of enquiry while
the boycott was one That cormission found then that the gep botwoen
living stendards ond living costs wos so lerge that it was inposeiblo

for the people to carry ld. por dey increase on their fares. Thoey woro
‘relatively worse off today

Mrs. Dallinger said thet as sho sat listoning to the gspoeches of
Faticnelist nenbers, shc wos morc aware than ever before of the
larentable lack in this country in the absence of direct African

recprescntation in the House.

The Minister should have nade it his busincss in the first fortnight
to sec thot the whole of the ccononic situntion was explored. Coirerce
ond Industry were showing rrrked sipns of belioving thet the basis of
the boycott was ccononic, but Mr. Viljcen insisted that it wes purcely
the politieal ain of driving the Europeans out of the country. She
could assure the Minister that if he went on as he was doing, the
AuNeCe would become highly orgenised, powerful ond dangorous . The
Governnent had no tronsport policye. Teo have oan partheid policy they -
rust have a transport policy, but it was afraid to ask its aupporters
to pay the price. BShe challenged the Minister to rake a constructive
gosture to save the country from the dangers threatening it.

Mr. Abrohon (Net.)s No Covernment had as yet allowed Natives to call
strikos in B .lL. ond for that reeson a new forn of strike had becn
developed by such agitators ans the hon, nember for Resottonville

(Mr. Hepple) and his friends opposite and the nombers who roprosent
the Notives in the House of Asserbly. Under the loadership of Mr.
Strouss the UsTe 2id not so openly choose cides ageinst tho interoats
of the Whites in this country os they were doing under the new leader-
ship. When the Government provided police pmtection for those who
wished 4o usc the buses, what hoppened? The English Press accuscd the
Govt. of interfering with the freedon of noverent of the individual,
of forbidding law-abiding citizens to give 1lifts to other law-abiding
citizens, The bus boycotters were strikers, because this was another
strilce nothod they wero using. If all tho buses were withdrawm the
noxt day, they could expect the position to deteriorate. Who was
respensible for that detorioration ? That Press which 1s in reality
the noster of the U,P. He, Mr. Abroham, would say to the B.P. 2
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Tou are the guilty ones. He assuned that cortnin nembers of Mrs.
Suznon's ladics! cormitiee, ond the Dlack Sash woren had nade then-
selves pullty of piving Natives lifts from the locations to thelr
worke If serious clashes broke out in S8.M., the United Party, the

old party of blood and tears, would be responsible.

Mrs, Suzman (U.P.)t When the Hon. nenber for Groblersdal (Mr,
Abrahan) accused the U.P. of stirring up agitetion, ete., hc should
reneniber that thet was the peculiar speciality of his side of the
Houses BSouth Africals prestipe waones suffering yot ancther blow by
virtue of the Govt.'s rethods of handling the boycotts Ewven if the
boycott broke tomorrow, the Minister would not have settled anything,
because he had given eipght weoeks of lecway to oll elements to realise
vhat o powerful weapon was at the dlsposal of the non~BEurcpean poople.
The Hon. nenber for Westdene (Mr. Mentz) had said that he had found
only 485 of people living under the £15 economic limit in Johammesburg.
There he sat, a nember of the Mative Affairs Cormission, and with
conplete composure, nccepted that position. JAnd then he accused the
U.Pe of rushing around telling people of their plight. She wanted tc
tell those hon. nonbors that whon people are hungry nobody nceds tc
tell then that, they know it thenselves. 8he would sugrest thet tho
Minister of Naotive Affairs cane and met sone urben Africans for a
chonge, sone of the 2,5000,000 Africens who wero today living in the
urban areans, of whon the Tonlinson Report cstimated that I,5000,C00
woere pernancntly urbanized. At the risk of boring the Minister she
proposed to give hin a short sumary of various econonic surveys which
had been mpade, all of which used the Foverty Dotum Line to indicote
the indispensible ninimm on which African could live, 5 he would
like an inpartial cormission of enquiry to work ocut the ninirun
expenditure and to get the existing wages, and it waz for that repson
that the leador of the Cpposition had asked for an enguiry. - In this
country the actual level of wages was too low for unskilled workors,
even for the productivity which was not very high. If we did not want
to ralse wages, we would have to subsidize essentlal services like
transport. If one good thing wos coming out of this dreadful boycott,
it was that it had focussed attention of people on the poverty of the
urban Africans. It had focussed the attontion of cormerce and
industry on the fpet that the wogos paid did not enable the urban
Natives to live at a civilised standard,

Mr. Dlanr Coetzec (Wat.)asked what the Leader of the Opposition thought
would happen if this Bil were rojected. It would be o complete
victory for the A.NeCe In this grave crisis wherc there was a direct
c¢lash between White and non-White, the official Opposition went out of
its woy to take the side of the non-White. The UsPe refused every tine
to teke a definite attitudes They hoped to fish in troubled waters.
They did the sanme things in connection with the Western Townships.
They hoped there would be bloodshed with the renoval of the Western
Townships. (Speaker asked hin to moderate his lenguage). The issue
that had crystallised in this debate wast Are you on the side of the
AJ.C. or on the sida of W hite South Africe and the Governnment 7

Mr. Pocock (U.Ps)t Mr.Coctzee completely nissed the very basis of tho
argunent of the leader of the Opposition, that before enything was done
it was o condition that the boycott should be ecalled off. The
Minister was talking nonsense when he said the buses would be
pernonently withdrawn. He could not do it. How on earth did he

think that by taking the buses off, he was going to end the boycott.
He was going to punish those who had becn intimidated, and he called
that a solution to the problen.
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Mr. Mortins (Not.)s alleged that the boycott was culmination of
properonda being nade in Sel., and enanating fron the nenmbers on
the oppositc side of the House., The Opposition was being led by the
Libernl, Leftist wing ond wes telling the non-Whites thet when they
cere to power, they would be treated very differently. Mrs.Callinger
had seid that the Natives should usc the bus boycott because they did
not have the vote. Mrs. van Niekerk and Mrs. Suznan had sat in the
House lost year with black rosettes in their lopels. Was it not those
serie Sosh wonen who were new trying to transport the Natives bockwards
and forwards, in conflict with the law, to nake the boycott a success?
The Leadoer of the Opposition, by moving thot the Bill should be rocad in
six ronths! tine, showed the A«N.Ce that the U.P. supported the
boycotters,
Mr, Morois Stoym (U«le): It wons becnouse the U.F. wished to precvent
the boycott being exploitedin the usual irrosponsible rienner for party
political purposes that they had preferred to leave the matter in the
hends of the Govt. It was clear from the spoechos fron Govi. Moubors
that there was no hepe of ever cpproaching the noatter cof race relations
in S«le objectively and calmly as long as the Nationalist Party sot the
political tone in this country.
The U.Pe did not bleme the Govi. oxclusively for the poverty and
suffering of the non-Whites. These conditions wore dus to the —
industrial revolution which had taken place, ond to pecple with a
primitive background having been pernenently absorbed intc the
industrial urban conplex of the White mnan's civilisation and techniques
Debote adjourned until 4 March.

Railways and Horbours Unauthorized Exnenditure Jill - lst., End.
end 3rd Readings.

The Minister of Tramsport, Mr. Schocran, explained the recaons for

the large amount for which he wes sking.

Mr. Pocock UsFe said it wos disturbing to find that in spite of all
the econories introduced, it shodld bo neccssary to vote an additional
£11,500,000 for running the Railways. Revenue for Rnilways, Harbours
end Arways were all up, but they were not keeping pace with the
increased expenditure. Then too, on additional £5,315,000 was

required for capital works, though the Minister hed explained that this
would be net by a saving of nearly that anount under other heads. o
doubt, whon the Railway Budget care up in a fortnight's tine, they
could go nore fully into many itens.

Private Merberls Dill:s Dr. Dicderichs (MNat.): thanked the Govt.for
allit hod done towards attaining o higher price of rold, and requested
it to continue its efforts to this end. The U.T's supported the notion.

Flogs Aiendrent Dill = 2nd. Reading resuted: Mr. Woaring (Ind.) said
thot Mre. Lawrence had not treated the Dill with the sincerity it deserved.
He seened to think the Bill should hove been introduced by the Govt.
Dut Mr. Darlow and he hinself (Waring) hod talking about the

difficulty of the Govt. bringing in such a Dill. BSinister notives
would be laid at their door, therefore he and Mr. Darlow hed decided
to try and see what they could do. He felt there was complete
justification for S.A. to have only one flag and that the U.P. nust be
unaware of the fecling of the people of S.A., the feeling of building
an independent notion. S.A. wos the only country in the Cermonwealth
which flow two flags. He quite eppreciated that future Governuents
night decide to change the flag, but he asked his friends on the
Governuent benches to give the S.A.National Flag o chance to becone the
everlasting flag of S A
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A Bill now before Parlisment includes a cleuse that deals a heavy
blow at good race relations in South Africa. The clouse gives the Minister
of Native Affairs power (with the consent of the local euthority) to forbid

inter-racial gatherings of any kind, including even those held in a private
home.

Nowhere else in the world has such a law ever been Eﬂﬂﬂﬂd-

The new law will allow an intolerable interference in the private lives
of those Europeans who value inter-racial contacts and whose work actually
requires such contacts. It will also impose on Africans a now liability
that will have fer-reaching effects.

SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER.

The number of Africans who will be affected is substential. Horeover,
those concerned belong to the class of Africans whose influence cannot be
meassured by their numbers. These are the middleclass men, the recognised
leaders emong their own people. They nre the teachers (there are well over
20,000 of these), the clerks, the civil servants, the ninisters of religiom,
and & smaller number of journalists, successful traders, and professiocnal mene.
Teke the teamcher, as the best example of this type; and cell him Mr. Nguni.

This man matriculsted and then spent e couple of years at a training
college, or perhaps, if he wes very lucky, at a university. He has learnt
e good deel from texteboocks end from newspapers and nogazines, His
education has been ascquired under great difficulties, and, conscious of its
limitations, he is eager to continue it informally, end to keep in touch with
the changing ideas and new knowlodge. Every teacher worth his salt feels the
solle Way.

One of the stimulating things in Mr. Nguni's life is to receive en
invitaticn to vieit a European home. Only on such occasions con he catch
a glimpse of the way Buropeans rcally live end work and think. Only in
this way can he discover, in the course of conversation, what his White
acquaintance believes about this or that; how he acts towards his wife and
children; how he spends his leisure; and a score of other things not to be
had from books.

In future a European nust hesitate to issue, and Mr. Nguni to accept,
an invitation to such a visit. For if there were several people present,
this nmight well constitute a mixed soclal gathering of the kind the Minister
proposes to ban.

(Formal inter-racinl meetings, even of a body linited in membership,
also fall under the Bill.)

THE MASK.
In the past Mr. Nguni wes o men of moderate views, inclined to optimisn,

Today he no longer believes that Eurcpeans will ever undergo a "change of
heart" towards Africans
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But he is not sure; it ie a subject he still likes to discuss with his
Europeasn ascquaintances when he gets an opportunity. In future, however, &
man like Mr. Nguni nmey have virtually ne opportunity at all to meet White
people, informally for frank discussion ond exchange of views. The only
type of Buropean with whom he will cone into regular ccntact will be
Governnent officials. And in this relationship Mr., Npuni will, in effect,
always wear a mask to conceal his true feslings about any subject. He will
never dare to express his real opinions, least of all ebout public affalrs.

No one knows at present how far the powers conferred on the Minister
by the new law will be applied and to whon. But recent experience suggests
that no one can feel safe and secure because the supporters of the Governuent
disapprove of all forms of race relations beyond their own control.

Thoy want to establish that the only proper reloticnship between the
roces is that of employer and workmen, master and servont.

THE SHADOW.

The shadow of this ban on other formos of hurian contoct will derken
riany daorways.

The nisslcnary will have to think twice before holding his quarterly
ton party with his bleck colleagues to discuss their cormon problems. The
White principel of a Netive teachers' treining college rmust ask hinself
whether the loeal police will repert hinm if his discussion group continues
its monthly neetings, which everyone enjoyed.

Before long the Africen niddle cless will be thrust back entirely on
its own linited resources. The teachers and clerks will be shut off fron
all personal European influence. In their isclation they will nurse a
sterectyped picture of what Buropeans ere like. They will 1istentothose
Africens who conderm ALL White folks, and especially all "putchmen” (es they
still eall Afrikeners). They will develop an agzressive African nationelisn,
vwithout restraint. '

This new nensure should be considered in conjunction with the Bantu
Education Act and the Separste Universities Bill. A cormon purpese lies
behind all three nensurces.

The Government is deterzined to deprive Africoms of access to the social
heritage we call western civilisation. It is determined to imprison the
Bantu in their own tribel past, to deny then the kind of knowledge end truth
thot neke the ninds of nen free = and recsonable.

If this purpose is nccomplished, our children, struggling for survival
in a lend torn by racial strife, will bitterly regret the day when Parlienent
decided that Pierce, umrestrained neationelism Was a splendid thing to
ENCoUrage.

(By Juliue Lewin, 30 Dorset Road, Parkwood, Johannesburg)
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