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PLEASE PUT WITH FAFERS OR_FATIVS LS

10h Mootine of Centrel Executivk, 26th July 105

De IATIVE LaWS AMENDMINT ACT. Cnae Westoru.
re. Scterson oxprosscd the proiitude of Cupc Jostuen o the Control
Treculive for arranging Lhis speeinl moctiing, oa tids wetter wis of grat
concurn, not only to thke Cape Westorn Hopiorn, but to the wihole of the E=ah.

£F .

It apparcntly wie not aporocinted thet Cape woaturu wWis confronted witn
a live situation, wnd Capc Yestern kanow thet sconcr of lotcr they would foco
c erisia. 411 vublic meetings werc cttended by neoplc cf ¢ll roces. Ior
exemple the Institutce of Citizcaship hold lunch-hour scetiugzs which were

attended by eolovred wncoplc. Concerts in 4hz City inll were open TO ell,.
Becouse of the Totive Lews smondmernt act, Cupe Vestoru Torcsaw thot thoy would
= ] H

rossibly roccive o prohibition oo 8o wany of thoeir cvciings werc on motters
affecting tho Nen-Europeon, Tho meoting enlled to protest on Urnivorsity
ipartheid w2s supported by the Black Sash in tYe Cope. HMani sfricans attendod
thiz neotinss The nmcotung ou the Native lnus Amcnd.osot Lict whicl ldvecantos G

Gordon and D. Moltone addressod was clec nticonded by Lfricang. Cther
moatings, waich werce cdueciicnel but with o lojul floveur, drow zany Hfricant.,
These nectings were chviously listasteiul to the povernucnt cnd the

govcermmont c-uld very cosily forbid Cane Wosturn to hove africanc prescut

at their ogetings.

—_

The next meeting the Cape Western Hogion intended orgenising would Lo
on the Nursing Bill. it one hospital the staff wos ontircly Ton—wurcpoodi.
Cape Western zi=hi be faced with o dociaionm githcr to boek ~down or Vo 4
notice saying .fricons were prohibited from nitending this meciing, wWuich
would he against cur Constitution, or tihoy would bock oub completely.

In the svent of the latter pocsib aac Wostern bolicved that tho
influcnce of thc Black Sash would be dos , and tho public would not
have much resacet for whot the Lleel Sash arid or did. Totol Midlonds and
w-tal Constel worc affocted in smch Line same woy as Cesc Voetorn.

=

frs. Tctercon went on to say that the Gentral Zxcculive micht think
that boeausc Cooe Yestern felt thi , Cupe ¥Westorn should go nhoad,

If thoy did the Pross would noturally osk whotlhier the Yasticnal Body of the
Bleck Sash endersed their actien., Some statoicat sh-uld come from thc
Central Excecutiveo.

Cope Wostern folt 1% was fundnmentel thet onch Rcrior should uméerstand
that Cove Vectern brought ugp this natter ~t Conforence, wot as an cefdguio
soint, but becousc of 2 live situcticn which cxistod in the Uapc. Gope
Yigstern ecould possibdly o rheed hoping thero would not be o prohibiticn,
but if it did it weuld be o2 irouendous valuc to Gope Wostern tc hnve o
guide fron the rost of the country.

There wos a movencut for all orpanisaticns te precert & unitcd front.
Cape Uestern hed said over tue last twe months thnt foo notter had becn

held in abeynacoe

Cope Westorn dié not wish to "hold & piatol” %o snyone's head, but

sheuld Cane n-sicrn have to badk cown, moet of Oono Weasterm's comxities
who hed led i Region would hore to resign. t would be inpossiblc for

"

the bt curry ¢ o8 thoy would fecl like hypocritcsa.
This @ic .-t ican that the whele of Cnpe Yestern would rcoifn. Thero
wOTe scme, ovean: ong or two on the Motional Couneil, whe i, Lt =ta

scerusce they wovo not yot deeidedl wn what ztond rhouls be dakon. iaat of

tho aynonic noubers in the Branchosa w uld loGve. Tle rogucst criginally
ceme from thc losobonk, Rondehssch ind Milnorion Eranciacs.
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Cape Wostern renlised what the position wns in other Hepions, hut
therc ..ust be sonue solutine, and ﬁuyﬂ Westarn wished to tnow the Hruu
situntion.

Tue Uboirmen, cousentisng on Wrs. Peterasen's remarls, said that fhe
Csntral Executive aporeciated that in the Cape all public mestings were open
Lo evorysodie Yo muet find sorme solution, Otherwise we would be feecd
with tho following =z licruetivest-

1, "issolvs the Black Sash,
2. sreeir the Black Sasn,
Z. Climb down and nade fools of oursclves,

Conditions in Johannesburg were diiferent. There were vory few placos
vwhero multi-racial audic.gces were allowed and in some way ve should
nrotect Resions like the Cape Westeru, MNotel and Border who found thori-
eslvos in an inVidious position.

The matter sas fully dissuusod, and the ¢ 11hwing voryiug woints
energed,

As the Central Exeoeutive were asked i. implement the resolution
sub joet to lesal opinion and now, finding that Counscl advisad thot 1t
should not be iu.lementod, could not this resolubiuvn bo reseinded?

Tha reaslution eould not bo reseinded, s it was o Conforcneo
dzelaion, Mur seying that we could not im:lonent the dacision 2izht
hove More aifuct,

If the rosslution could ho rescinded, it would be lor oniy ac rocsor,
and that would vo that it involved people win did not wisa to Lo ilavelwed,
Wl queati.n wzs esked, "eould it be proved how many poopli ok
Confcronce ~hjected to this nattor.

It was «iga ~tterete? thot hod tre iaforavdlon vo now. hevo boesn
LV il ¢+ at o fercune . Tobing would have Loen quive diffurchnd, and
therei.cae 44 wen cochremely @l Piouls  Por the Jonbral Mxocutlve To malke
a decision wirien oight ivveolwve othera,

a3 eafar wane "2l delezated tholr powsy of decigion in iie Certrol
Pxacutive once lo=.l cdviee had been takew, it would cow bu norfectly
nrmandtut ennl vor whe Contral Fxccusive t2 come out witn o clend point
of wioW,

Jadd oA, oo wmossitle to eircularise all Reriond saying "In view

12 Jogu zdvic. we eve had, the Cealral Bxecubtive will not impleurat
i e R b P [

A nenbay of the Cenural Fxecutive urged strongly thoe it saculd go
L3 Foitonny Tovacil thet we do neot inplsuent thie rosoluiiosii savdloned
Council nipht e aebhle to foruulnte a resolution o which wo o-ull ﬂ;ﬁ.

Foelinge of 211 Resicna shosuld be wede known to Council. iins wotld notk
be wostod iy ali =embkere of Repions were spoken to, s this would

probably be ihe best way to suape what the peneral fecling was. CUaio
Western had nover s:nt in a repordt of what they hed done, and in somc

ases it hul conu as u shock to the Centrol Exccutive thi.h deciaions ad beoo
1-fe ond executed of which the Central Exceutive had mo previ un D wlolre
OF WoTrming.

Gﬁ?.f?fi Mrs. Fetnrsﬂn/““-n-
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Mrs. Petersen re:lied by scying that Cape Westorn had sent g scakers!
netes in Moreh on the Hotive Laws anendiont bet with o repert. Whilst
adaitting thot the Central Executive eauld not koen 'taps'! on -cach de;lom,
Cavc Western wore under the impression thet tacy had mode their vicws
on the ¥otive Lows Jnendaent et cloar. The Control Dxecutive pointed oul
that they hnd only thoupght vaguely that that wes the resson bhebind the
a~sakers' notes. lNething was sald about broeiing the low.

Considering the resjonsibility towards all HResions, no cocislion ¢ uld be
tiken without 2ll Rerions having fully considercd this quesation.
Speakers should go to 21l Repions and Prenches, ond Couneil aeibers rust
be fully cwere of the feeling of the EBranches in their Rozions,

The hesis of all this was Oape Western's follure to send il reporte
and cioutes. Mrs. Foterson ogrecd that this was o groat pity. Lo-coneg
knew why this was so.  There was, hcwcver, the foeling thet Copo vWestern
should not advertisc themnselves. Hnd full res~ris heoun sent in
Conference would then hove lmewn what Gape Wasternls éirficultics vorc,
It wes pointed cut to Cnpe ‘iestern that tae Secretery hod written to cll
Reyions csking for monthly minutes and re»orts. Gzne Yestera had nct sent
minutes but sa’d they would sené a revort, which oo not been donc.

Mre. Petersen cadorsed heortily what the foruer apeckor had sald, end
ext-nded en aoelogy to the Central Executive for thie, and assured then that
this ratter would be rectified in future. B

atal Midlonds.

Mrs. Corrirall felt thot holding =& Oouacil nceting in Scjlember was
a little late. This Rerion hod Non-Zurcpe~ns ot cectingse. The question

-

of froedon of cssociotion worried them. There was the surpesticn thet a

o b
froodon of agsocistion connittee should be forued to protocet frecden of
asgocintion, Confercnce arreod thet Mosdates Corrige 1l and Scott should
go a8 icabers of the Black Sash o this meetings  Tho next Executive

necting would »o on sugust Sth. Litorature weuld be sent on 0 tho
Contral Execut=ve after this ncoting. This com ittco subscribed to the
following threc pointes—

1, To uphold the rirht of freedon of associction.
2. Po protect eny individual or ascociction viectinised thereunder.
3. To associcie itself with any gisdlar erranisation in the countrye
Mrs, Corrirall weut on to say thot it w-uld be impossible for them
o reroin on Lhis comnittee ns 3lack Saslh. the implication of breoaking
the law was there.
¥re. Corrirall was aslced whot the wesition waas in Natal rerarding
public mcetings and she rerlied thot the Floteraritzhurg City Hall, Tor
exanple, was open to all races, It wos not sure whother touls wos o

provincial Jcclelon.

Turthor @iseussion revealecd the following verying soinle e

=y

We had ricde the sistonke of trying to ruch this natier., 4 nemerandun
should heve pone out to each menibe of the Bluck Soshe It should go out
NOWa Was it worthwhile brecicing the movenient over this hecausc wo had
1nde & ristoke? Regione nirht break awoye
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In view of legal advice, the Contral Executive fclt it could net
decide for other wonen. Coungel felt it wae no matter for individusl
consclionce,

It woe recorrended thot ono lot of all Yative Laws luendzent lct
literature should be sent to coch Repion, and if possible the Central
Exocutive should visit each Branch,

We should ecvelve & stateuent that the Centrol Executive could not
implenent this decision beccuse of terns of reference of lepal advice.
Council muet meet having coneidered fully in Hegions apd Bronches and
deterniine how far we could ro. Diffcrent conditions existed in different
Frovinces,

At the close of discussinn, Mrs. Dietrich preposed the following
resolutionse=—

Further to the recomwondation passed uncoinously ot th
mocting of the Central Exccutive om 1Cth July 1957%, the
Contral Executive, in view of the legal advice obtained,
unaniriously refuses to ratify the resclution "thet in

thosc instences where the Blaek Sacsh finda 3t s worl is
rffected, or its prineivles outraged by the ittive luws
inendoent fet, it mey feel itself nerally bound to disregerd
tho prohibition mede under the hct, but thot legal opinion
shall be sou-iht. iny cecision sheould be pestponed until
aftcr leral advice has been obtoined.”

The Motionnl Council will be asked te confirm this decision.

(¥.,B. *Rorortiendntion presed by Central Executive 10th July rocds:i=

hit woe aprsed unanirously by the Central Executive that the
Nationel Gouncil =ust decide upon tho action tc be teken in

thesc irotencss where the Zlack Sagh finds 1twe work is

offactoc or its printiples cutroged by the Hative Lows

imendriant fet, beering in wind the advice given by Counsel

to the Central Executive. .11 Rogicns werc urged to discuss

the leral opinions and every 2epnect of the Ilative laws

Acendront sct completely end exhoustively befere the Couneil
Meotingz, so that each Repion would be fully cware of the feelings
of all their individual nenmbers,’)

Mrs. Petoresa pronceed that we add an addendus that how the Hetlve
Lows imondaent dot affecets the Block Sesh would cone up at Council.

The rosoluiion wos oroposed by Mrs. Dictrich, and scconded by krs.
Fisher, ond PL38ED UNANTHOUSLY.

The following statezent wos drafted by Mrs. fotersens—

The BSlaclk sosh, having consi‘ered the implicaticns of the
Netive Lows (uonduent dct, reoffirms that it exists, smong
other things, to upholéd eivil rightes and libertics in
evory way, and will continuc ta2 work in the future os they
beve in the past,

Mra., Potors.n woenbt on to say thet she realised that the Dloek
Sach woe ildentificd with the Mreedom of lLssociction organisciion, and she
£:1t that her stoteont referred to "eivil rights end libertics " and
w-uld therefoure cover this.

G/57/5, In the intervel/eeeeane
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PLELSE IUT WITH VurERS ON NATIVE L.iVS LMENTMENT LGCT.

12th Meatine cof Central Executive, Tth susust 1957. rare

:

Yietive lows hAnandient LEE}

"Mrs. D. Hill (Chairsan Southern Tronsvaal Region) and Mrs, M. Dey
(Vice-Chorroon, Southern Transvaal Region) had been asked by Mrs.
Sinclair to ottend the Central Executive meeting at this point in order
thet thoy present the suggesticn from Southern Transvacl Kegional
Corinittoe,. s

Mrs. Hill pointed out thot this suggesticn had not been discussed by
ell Bronches in the Scuthern Trenswvoanl.  However, this wes ueing

organised. (Copy of the sugpestions attached. )

IT W.S LGREED that the Cape and Notal Repgions Regions po on as usunl.

If mestings were bamned, the Centrnl Executive agreed thot they should
hold protost meetings.

iftor the Southern Tromsvonl sugpestions had been fully discussed,
Mrs. Hill and Mrs. Dey left the mecting.

Further discussion tock place. It wos finally agreed thatl

discussion on the Native Lews «nendnertuct ceose and thoat & ssecial neeting
be ealled for Saturdey, 10th supust t~ continue the discussion.

G/17/2.
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