135 Knox Stireet,
Waverley,

Johannesburg.
30th March 1957,

TO REGIONAL SECIETARIES.
(Chairmen for Informntion.)

Deer Mra, Corrigall,
Potition epainst Native Laws Amendment Bill and
Separate University Educotion Bill.

I regret thot I have not notified you sooner of the final decision
made with regard to the Petition against the Naotive Laws Amendment Bill
and the Soperate University Education Bill.

Therc have boen endless and prolonged meetings, and every aspect of
tho posesible results of orgenising such o petition was thoroughly con-
slidered. The following points wore raised:-

(i) That whilst a potition of this type cntailed o considerablc amount
of work, it could do little good; in faet, if could do ham. It could
do harm if we found that the majority of the electorate would not
gign - or found that fower signod than signed the Scenate hci Petition,
Nationeliste might uso es propegonde for their bills the fact that
we had not been nble to get o good response, which thoy could claim was
proof that people were in favour of the mensures they proposcds

(ii) It was veory nccessary to have something simple to present tc tho
members of the public who would be asked to sign the petition. This
Bill wos so difficult, oand the meening behind some of the cleausea so
very obscure, thet it wne almost impossible to reduce the implications
cf the Bill to a short, telling preemble.
Race Relations have alrcady filled some 17 pages with their comments,
and have by no means completed their analysis!

(iii) The public were not particularly concerned with the Separate Univer-
sity Education Bill, and had very little conception of what the
implications of the utterly iniquitous Native Laws lmendment Bill were.

(iv) It would be far more effective if o campanign could be planned; if all
the big orgenisations like the Churches, the local authorities,
industry and commerce ete., who were affected by this Bill, could be
encouraged to co-cperate; and if the people, through simple propaganda,
could be mede to realise the full implications of the Bill: and then
a spectacular demonstration could be organised.

(v) It was felt that if the Black Sash worked to arouse public opinion,
and chenged that public opinion, then a Petition might be re-considered.

As o result of protracted meetings and discussions, ond after deep
consideration, it was unanimously agreed by the Central Executive that,
for the moment, we do not organise o potition on either the Separate
University Education Bill, or the Netive Laws Amendment Bill, subject to
a cempaign being planned. The situstion mey alter, and then a Petition
might be re-considered.

I regret that, ofter telephoning you so urgently, I have left you
¥aiting so long for the final decision. This was a decision which was so
grave that it could not be mede before meny experts were consulted, and all
possible points of -view were considered.

W/115, . The Propaganda/escessas



- 2 -

Regional Secreteories,
Petition egeinst Native Laws Amendmecnt Bill and
Separate University Educction Bill. 30th March 1957.

The Propaganda Comnittec has met continuously to consider schemes
for a spectocular demonstration, and to compile adequate propagande. I
will let you have these plans in due course. In the meantime, I have sent
you Rece Reletions pamphlets 41, 42, 43, end these will be followed up by
Nos 50 & 55, Mrs. Fisher, of thc Parlimmentary Committee, has drawn up a
special leaflet, and Cape Western has sent you, through me, the comments of
their Parlismentary member, Miss Steym.

The Centrnl Executive fecls thet this is onc of the worst pileces of
legislation the Nationalist Government has tried to put through Perliament,

and it is of parsmount innortence that people are made to realise just
how dreadful the Bill is.

I !miow thot you are all very busy, but the Central Executive urge
that you study the verious analyses and pamphlets on the Bill end awoken

the horror of nll your members, sc that they cen stir up publie opinion
throughout the country.

Yours uinpgbely,

e S

etrich, :
Secretary Central Executive.

W/ 115,
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