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MEMORANDUM FRCM SOUTHERN TRANSVAAL COMMITTEE.

It appoars to the Southern Transvaal Region that therc is o very
real danger of a split in the Black Sash over the Native laws Amendment
Act. Every Black Sash woman must ask herself now whether the Black
Sash is worth keeping together. W e would all agrec that it would
not be worth while te do so at any ecost, If, for oxomple, a law were
pussed preventing all protest meetings amnd a large majority of the
Sash refused to breck this law, & large majority of the menbers would
see no reagon for the contimied cxistence of the movensnt,

In our orinion, breaking the ldaw on Clause 29 (c¢c) of the Native
laws Amendnment hct is not such an isgue. We rist decide what we
hope to achieve whon we protest against any law. Whaet is our object?
Surcly it must be to rouse sufficient public opinion apgainst the low
in order either te prevent its implementation er fe seecure its removal
from the statute books.

The Native Laws Amendment Ack dees not lay dowm that all -ulti-
racial neotings are nutonatically illegal, Dr. Verwocerd rust issue
e ben on a specific necting or area. Even then, this ban is not
effective without the coneurrence of the lecal authority. It therefore
betomes clear that efy defiance of this clause of the lMative Laws
Anendrient Aet 15 6t the moment theoretieal, This defiance will only
becore & reality if Dr. Verweerd issues a ban, and & loenl authority
conéurgs Our chances of moving Dr. Verwoerd by any forn of persuasion
including defiance of the law, are negligible; our chanccs of moving
g local authority have been proved im the past in Joheannesburg.
Local authorities in the Regions concerned are composed of the elected
representatives of predeminantly anti-Nationalist voters.. The
opposition parties in the House put up & megnificent fight against
the Notive L aws Ariendment Bill in the House., Surcly we con reasonably
assuze that these lecel autherities will be reluctant to coneur in
any ban, and thorefore organised prossure brought to bear by ratepayers
#ill cncourage then to take the strongest possible stand.  Fortunately
such organised pressure already exists in the Regicns coneerned, ns the
Black 5 csh has done a mapnificent jJob in bringing together many
cFroups and organisations in eppesition te this measures If this
pressure 1s successful, snd & local autherity refuses to concur in a
ban proposed by Dr. Verwoerd, this clause of the Fotive lews imendoent
iAct cannot Le inplemented, énd multi-racial weetings eonnoct Le bonned.
Con we, at this time, hepe for greater success then this?

If this plan is unsuecessful, there is still cuncther possibility,
If o loeal authority refuces to give the nssurancc that it will not
concur in any ban, their refusal should be used to rouse a wave of
publi¢ indignaticn by protests, newspaper conpeipgns, ete. This will
lend on to the next stege in the compeign, which we must be ready
to put into operation if a neeting is banned.

The local authority must be epproached agein, end asked if, in
the light of the oppecsition they have seen, they will now refuse to
concur in this bamning order. If, for one reason or cnother, they
decide to endorse the ban, then

A real compoien of protest must be lounched throughout the country.
Frotest meetings must be called, and if these are banned, alteructive
means of protcst must be used, e.g. morches, or even a convoy to the
place whore the bon hes been imposed.
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Such o cempaign was very successful in the cose of the University
Apartheid Bill, which has beon shelved at lenst until after the clection.

We belicve that the effect of these. protests on public opinion
will be cumulative, end so powerful that our object in preventing the
inplenentation of Clause 29?&} of the Notive Lews Amendment Act will
hove been achieved. We believe that the plan we have outlined is more
dynanic opposition to this lct than defiance of the law, which would
result in the indictnent of & few women in a few scatiered parts of the
countrye.
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