' . RECEWED 2 7 ~u4 1980
THE BLACK SASH -

e CIRGULAR _TO _REGIONS Khotso Housé,
CIRCUL AR Hﬂ_ﬂji?ﬂﬂ* : 42 De Villiers Strect,
Johannesburg

14tk fugust, 1950

Dear Everyone, shiE R Fiie T R L L
' I have been in the Kruger Park watching wild rather than human
predators, and finding them infinitely preferabls, hence the delay .in thig ecircular,
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CONFERENCE MIWUTES :  With the comcurrence of Cap: Western and Natal Coagtal, and

in the absence of communication in this regard from the rest of |
. . You, I ask you to
amand_ynur copies of the Draft Minutes of the 1980 National ﬂnnfaraaca asg fgllawu :

{a) Scrap Rgsclution 9 on page 13. Resoclution 10 on Page 15 now becomes Resoluticn 9.

[b} Under Regional Reports, L4lb y - first paragraph, pla;;a_ﬁqpatitutu_tha worda,
"regigned from the officelty-fer—the words "left the organisation". ' Thig
refers to Pat Lanham. Page 3.

I feel it is unnecessary to ratype the entire minutes for the sako of these

alterations, and hope that you are in agreement.
OFFICE BEAREZRS.

Thank you for the updated liste of your offico bearers. I enclose a copy
of office bearsrs for all Regions for your convenience.

STATE OF THE NATICN : _ il

Ban on Meotings : The ban on meetings in downtown Cape Town has besen
extended to 1lth August 1982, according to a @azette Bxtraordinary on Bth August.
This outragecus arbitrary action on the part of the Government is surely an
indication of the fear and insecurity it has engendered in itself as a result of
its own policies. It is, of course, a lethal attack on the democratic process;
making it difficult, if not impossible, for opposition groupings to function
effectively. We shall have to accommodate oursalves to these prolonged

restrictions, which may well be imposed on the rest of the country, without allcwing ™

them toc reduce our activitics unduly.

General Unrest : There has still been no response to our telagram tc tho
Prime Minister or my written reguest for an intervicw. I doubt whether it would

serve any useful purpose at this stage but we shall have to go through with it skould

he now accede to it.

Unrest in Albany : Pollowing upcn a request from Margot Beard, who
reported by telephone cn the deeply vworrying situation in Grahamstown, T sent tho
following telegram tc "r. Kcornhef, "Black Sash deeply concerned about unrest all

over specially Grahamstcwn. Country urgently needs positive political action to

redress grievances ncot pelice action, Please instigate moaningful negetiation
immediately with leaders and unions of pecples' choice"., This has not been
acknowl edged. :

Johannesburg Municipal Workers' Sirike : 1 know that unrest in the social,
pelitical, educationsl and labour spheres is widespreoad = one has only to open onu's
newspaper to read of viclence all over the country - but I should:like to menticn
specifically the strike by municipal workers in Johannesburg and the manner in which
it was 'settled'. '

The Management Committee of the City Council is preening itself on having
successfully dumped the striking workers back in the "homelands' and replaced then
with others from the same or other 'homelands'.' 'This was all very expeditiocuzly
executed, with the result that there is seething discontent about lost jobs, lozt
possessions and disgusting troatment, yet a special meeting of the City Council was
convened tc commend the Management Committee for its efforts in setiling the sirike.
4 number of us attended this meeting, where the FFP proposed a counter motion
etrongly condemning the acticns of the Management Committes.  Needless to say tho
original motion was passed, despite a walk-out by the PFP.

We have been enfuriated by this total/——-
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We have been enfuriated by thisg total insensitivity to the
justifiable grievances and the human dignity of the workers, and have made
statements tc the press, written letters, and are co-operating with the S5..5L.C.C.,
the I1.R.HK.; the P.F.P., and othor interested bodies and individuales in attempting
to disseminate informaticn, to help the people involved and to censure the Manzge-
ment Committee. We distributed information leaflets to those volunteers who came
to help remove the city's refuse during the strike.
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Constitution Campaign : The next meeting has hean.postpanaixuntll 1ator
in the month, but members are still displaying a keenness to attend.

Free Enterprise : The advertisement in the Financial Mail did not elicit
the response we had hoped for. Nevertheless we are persevering with the idoa eof
organising a symposium, pessibly in November, for business men and peliticlane and
people of influence, to be addressed by Ehﬂana and a speaker on what free
enterprlae really means. :
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; ., Quail Commissicn RgEert cn IndﬂEandance for the Ciskei : I attended a
.prlvataly arranged meeting of interested people on the Quail Commissicn which was
addressed by Prof. Quail and the Secretary of the Commizsitn. = Despite the

strongly worded findings of the Commission a number of the black people present felt
that the Commissicners should not have agreed %o serve at all because, by sc deing,
thay had given credence to the homelands policy. It seems to me that, sadly, there
is a growing divergence between black and white thinking, even amongst those who
have been quite closely attuned. The black opinion obvicusly shock the
Commisaioners.

S4SH : We are trying tc get our magagzine onto a more Batlsfactury eccnomic footing

i

and have accordingly included the following insert in most of our overseas copict..

"The Black Sash ragrats that, owing to rising costs, and as from the beginniny cf
fingust, 1980, the price of its magazine to subscribers nutslde the Republic wilil
be R15,00 per annum surface mail and R20,00 firmail. . . ..

4 good response from subscribers will help to ensure that the magazlnﬂ Can LHCe
again increase ites size and provide the content to'which its readers have beormg
accustomed, :

" We further regret that we shall be forced $o raduce our numbers of complimentary
copies, and trust that those recipients who are able to will become subscribers".

I trust that this meets with your approval.

I give notice now that Headquarters intends proposing to the next
Wational Conference that the price of SASH be raised to R1.00 per copy, with lcooal
subscriptions for non-members R5.00 per annum, to cover powtage. Please will yon
give this matter your consideration, bacause it is. obvio sly going to mean an
increase in membership subscriptions to cover the additional costs.

ABORTION LIWS : You may have been approached by A.R.4.G. to make representations to
the Government asking for a commissicn to examiné™ the fAbortion fet, too ask that
women of all racial groups be represented, and o make suggestions of speciiic
women to serve on the Commigsion..  Headguarters has decided againgt participaticn
i this project, fesling that we are already cverburdened and that this is nct
ppecifically a Black Sash igsue.. However Natal Coastal has becomg involved and hae
asked me to inform you a&ll that this has become a matter of urgency, as the =
Government is probably about teo appoint a Commission. 5o if you decide you wish
to participate, you should make your recommendaticns socom. . .

It would ba eagy for all of us in the Sash to- become disheartened becanse of
our apparent impotence in the face of official intransigence and smug selft
gatisfaction, but T remain convinced that our continued proteést in whatever form
it may take remains not only relevant but important. If we did net percelve avants
with different eyes and offer different methods of dealing with them then the fow
pecple we do reach might nover have been aware that there could be ancthar viswpcin’
I do believe thzt cur influence spreads further than we think.

I shall be away for six weeks from Tth September until 19th ﬂctebur, bat

shall probably be writing tc you again before I leuve. . PR Ry
My love to you all, .

G
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JOYCE HIERIS

NATIONAL PRESIDUNT.
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