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When Headguarters canvassed regions about the type of Symposium to be
held at National Conference thie year, Mrs. Streek of Border Hegion sent us

& revort which Mra. Wendy Jackeon, who was a delegate =t last year's

conference, had sent to Border giving her impressions of the Conference.:
This report, written completely spontaneously was, we thought, of great
importance to the Black Sesh 8s a whole, and particularly to the smsll regions.

Mrs. Jackson has gifenfﬂérfparﬁiahiﬁg for the report to be circulated
to 8ll regions snd we do this because this matter must be dlecussed fully at
Conference this yeer. We hope that all regions will give this serious

.consideration. -

«essv....The Black Sash Conference, like any other conference is three days
of sometimes very dreery hard work. It seems strange to classify sitting and

listening to debate hard work, but this 1t ends up being. - One 1s incredibly

tired at the end, and of‘'course comee away wondering, as one does from such
gatherings, just where all this is leading.

. Thie is something I want to tryﬂanﬁ“&avnlnrﬁaﬁ A théma, Juni where is all
this leeding? - - s e o ;

: As we all know, the Black Sash ie composed of & very bright body of women.
I don't know that we on the Border quite fsll into the cetegory I'm telking
aboutl but there are womenfrom the Trensveal and Cepe Western who quite clearly
have the ability, and now the politicsl experience, to hold cabinet rank.

It seems to me an incredidle weste of this country's breinpower that they
remain largely ineffective - andhsve too, t0 remain backeround workers

Beceuse Sashers themselves find very 1ittle to dissgree sbout these days,
the conference takes on en eir of being en educational affair ~ and = three day
dislogue and lecture session on aocme of the problems facing the country tondey.

: “n;takgg:gn'&n-intellectuﬂl, and almost unreplistic tone.

o |

When I say unrealistic I don't mean thet Sashers are not swsre of the
prodlems facing South Africe today. I mean, unreelistic in the sense thet this
8sort of political discuseion is so wey ebove the sort that one hears on the
streets, at tea parties, end even dinner parties.....In other words The Sash

‘todey, controlled as 1t is by clever, smazingly well informed women, is

operating on a level way above the man in the etreet.. In the beginning the

‘opérates on high level reasoning.: Emotion lsn't involved. EEHORE

How this appeals to me. It probably sppeals to you. Apd 1 like to feel

:'i-Eelqu to this type .of organisation. But the big point is that I don't think
“%he men In the street cares one whit mbout this sort of thing.

He operates on the level of : "ITf I vote this way, would 1t end up with

my wife heving her baby delivered by a black nurase" or "how will this affect
my pocket?® or "Will I'heve asn Indian neighbour" ebe i riakas sy e

But thagﬁladk,ﬂanh,-in its way, is trying to infiﬂenﬂé the Hﬁﬁ”thé"han in

" the street votes, not only at perlismentary level , but at provinclial level , &t

- local level., If it fulfile its function of protest group, of let ue right these

. lf"

wronge, it must influence the people who have tha politicel power, so that they
will be moved to act. S ; e
Wi Mideloia



e = nem e = mr e mm— E a— a

' This ﬂeeﬂqﬁ to me to be the theme of this conference. To make strong

' effective protest in order that the rizht people took the right sort of sction,
- -.whether they be officlals, church leaders, town councillors, or cebinet
~- --ministers, -

One of the most 1mpnrtﬁnt'pépera-praﬂéntad'Et this cﬁnferénce wag the one
on protest read. by our new. vice president, Mrs. Joyce Harris.

.I_ﬁnﬁ'# kﬁnw.hqﬁzﬁﬁﬁ fééi,_hut'l fnﬁni.that I hed been hnggad down - and
did not see as cleasrly as I should just what the role of the Bash is.

Mrs. Carlson explained thls in much more basic, understandsble terms, but
Mrs. Harris! argument 1is clear. This is what the Sash i3 all about.

The second most significst discussion at this conference in my opinion
wes the way led by Cape Western on "Weys snd meens of protest! end I'd 1ike
to come beck to thls shorgly, Sk EER . :

ssavreis s Unbil thls, conference I wegn't clear ebout eny. sort of Sash policy
for the future, but now I réalise thet they ere f0llowing their theme of
Manpower-Apertheid versus Productivity through 2 series of symposie. They hope
%o educete - thus voice thelr protest - offer some sort of slternstives to those
produced by the Government and so influence and chenge. ..

,':Euﬁ if'ﬁha Eashiprﬁtééta iﬁ nrﬂer'tn'chéﬁgefjﬁét Hhﬂfia it trying to

'1ﬁf1uen¢eT

. The Government ignores it - cen at present afford to icnore it. We know
what the man in the street thinks. Business lesders might be attracted by the
subjects of the symposium, university lecturers and students mizht be
interested — but who elsel. Who ig sttracted from.e morning's shopping by e
Mercury ad seying "The Black Sash invites you to & sympoeium on Msnpower
Productivity versus Apertheid.. Subject : The essential Requirements of Farmers
and Workers in fsriculture. " 25 ; '

I am not Euggegﬁiﬁg_hhﬂt the titfe_ﬂﬁpﬁtthpid is costing you money" "Come
and hear why', Or,"Bring down the price of cebbages! "Abenion. spertheid"would
hrigg them 1n iy drﬁvea.xhﬁt.I think you see wherse oy. argument. ls lesding.

Encausfﬁthg_ﬁﬁﬂh is e gfnﬂp of above 1lptellizence wnmén.[l uee this in
the broad sense) and becsuse 1ts lesders ere moving end working in elrclbs.

‘gimiler in thought and sbility to their own, they tend, curiouely,; to be sort

of detdched from the aversge white voter - or even fromsey, o port of the

white voters, 1f, for the sake of this srsument, you-discount the reilway end

George woodeutter group. In other words I found to my surprise thet a lot of
these women were operatins on & complete different level then the one thet I
would choose if I were trylng to lesd the political protest of our group.

That they appeal to the &Envgmentiﬁned grﬂupa i; undisputed. That they

appesl to anyone else is open to questinm. If the aim nf these sympoeie and

fact papers is self education - then the Sesh is #ning & zood job.,  If the

.8im is tn influence that group - they may succeed. But if the eim is to resch

 the conservative voter in South Africe - in my humble opinion they won't get
anywhers fost, - : i

And the graﬂtést tragedy {; thaﬁ thé Sasgh hag. 8o much 0 ﬂffer. So much
work hes been done, so much sheer ability is there to be used.

Andf. ...
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And this is where we come in - people like us on the Border. Feople like
those in the Cezpe Eastern Hegion, people like some of the Nataliens. BPBecsuse
if the @aim of the S5zsh is to reach the more ordinary conservative voter, then
it is our job to help them do it. We're moving in the sort of groups that make
it poesible for us to see certeinly what doesn't eppesl - snd perhaps whet

might appezl.

As it stasnds, the Sash hes no popular appeal. If it is not mesnt to have,
then that's fine. Otherwise welve got work to do.. ... il iiiiiiiiiiaineses

All this wasn't entirely cleer to me 28 a1 gat there half hour efter half
hour listening to the arguments back snd forth. It lsn't entirely clear %o me
now. If I hai & ready answer I'd give it.
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Bat to me there seems to be & grest need for ordinary down to earth plain
talking. We kid ourselves about ourselves. Deena said a while ago - do yon
real Advice Office reports any more? I confessed I diun't. Why? When one cen
enswer that small guestion effectively you've got down to the root of this
problem - putting things ascroes effectively.

Let Deens show you the mounde of psmer she was heanded out st confarence.
Who can absorb all thie? Yet it is all excellent, in fact outstandine maeterisl
compiled by people I think should be honoured me South Africa's greatest
EitiE eng.

But even now, sltting pescefully at home I haven't read it all. I'm not
attracted to it. I want to know more sbout the essential requirements of the
employer in industry and commerce but faced with 21 typsd peges I gsay to myself -
tomorrow I'1]l get down to 1t. But one thing I read straizht way - Border's
little hooklet!  Bhort and snappy - but with a meseege loud end clesr. Deens
sald to me 2t conference "I hate tn gpy much beceuse we're 80 small end unimportant".
Here 1 disegree. We'Te not unimportent........... Why not try to stumble, even
bumble elong -~ but to do the ersiest thing - be ourselws - ani tell them how
thinge operate on our level in our groups. Becausze if we Just sit =ilent the Seash
will esurely die.

Back in 1948 1t was the 1ittle groups of 80 called unimportant voters who
changed South Africa's history. Discounting thet snti-Smute-gnldiers vote, it
was, 8s we all know, the country people, not the town people, who put the Nats
into power.

Our Jjob then 1s to tell our bigezer neighbours Juet whet the little people
are thinking.

But enough too, of this. The fact papers Deena has. They speak for them-
selves. There ie very little of definite decision to report. Impressions seel
the answer.

»rs.2.--.1% 18 Very interestinz to see the wey Transvaal and Cepe Western
completely dominate the scene, and the effort of Headquerters to try to listen
tn the other regions' viewpoint - and how much those regions share Border's
problems. HNetel Comstal and Midlends seem apart from everyone else too, as if
somehow they're determined to work slone, 2nd not allow anyone to interfere
with thelr plape. ... ......00. ..

W. JACKSON
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