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THE BLACK 3ASH DIE SWART SERP
NATAL COASTATL REGION HATALSE KUSGEBIED
6, Glynnwood Grove,
Bellair,
DUREBAN «

16th February, 1960,
The National Chairman,
Eatella House,
47a, Main Road,
CLAREMONT. Cape.

Dear Mrs. Petersen,

Thank you for your telegram of the 12th instant, in reply
to mine of the same date. We have not yet received your letter.

At our Regional Executive Meeting held this morning, a
very full and frank discussion was held on the statement which appeared
in the 'Natal Mercury' on the 11th instant, and which caused such
distress in our Hegion.

The Resolutions on the Republic, i.e. 1ia, iib, and iic,
which were discusscd at the Notional Congress in Cape Town on October
14th to 17th, 1958, were read as was 'Statement on the Republic' which
was realessed to the Press then.

It was unanimously decided that the following points be
brought to your notice:=

3 8 The timing of such an Editorial on a Republic was most
regrettable in faect it could serve no useful purpose at this
stage when so many members of the Black Sash are engaged in
active Anti-Republican work; indeed it has done positive harm.

2ie We ask that the Central Executive at once republish 'The
Statement on a Republic! of October 1958, which has never been
rescinded or altered, or even discussed since it was passed.
We wish this Statement to be handed to the local papers of
all Regions for publication. If this is not done, our Region
iz in grave danger of being disbanded. We have received a
'death blow' from which we may not survive. Already
resignaticns have been received from foundation members and
other esteemed and irreplaceble members have expressed their
intention not to continue unless some reassuring statement
ig issued by you and the Central Executive.

Fe We are most apprehensive when resolutions which have caused
much controversy and heart-searching in the past, have been
re-worded in such a way as to convey quite a contrary opinion
from that expressed by the Hegion. What guarantee have we
that this will not happen again?

4. As our Magazines were not available for distribution until some
days after this statement appeared in the 'Natal Mercury!'
the tragedy is that cur members only read this bald statement
not knowing the source of the Editor's information. We
maintain that our Magazine Secretary, who is most efficient
and capable, should distribute all Black Sash Magazines in
our arefs.
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CUTTING FROM THE 'NATAL MERCURY' OF THURSDAY FEBRUARY 11ith 1960.

HEADING (In Bold Black Print)
MSASHY WOULD BACK REPUBLIC, BUT .....

The Sash sees no objection in principle to & republican form

of government for South Africa and it would accept a democratic
republic, provided a clear majority of the people desired it,
says the latest issue of "The Black Sash", official publication
of the movement in the Union.

An sarticle in both English and Afrikaans on the front page of the
February issue of the publication says: " We see no advantage
whatever in the formation of a republic under the prescent Nationalist
Government, brought about by a simple majority of White voters.
For all practicail purposes South Afric is a republic siready, our
Parliawent i3 cowmpletely unfettercd and does what it likes = or
rather, what the Nationalist Governmeni likes.

A1) that i3 lacking is the formal sbolition of the monarchy.

This is necessary, we are told, to promote national harmony.

If there were indeed, any prospect that the present divisions in
South Africa would be healed by the declaration 2f a republic,

the Black Sash would welcome it. But there is no possibility of
harmony while our Government is conducted on the basis of a narrow
exclusive nationalism.

Whether the Government's attempt to achieve a republic succeeds

or fails is unlikely to have a significant effect on the way we
are governed. -

The Prime Minister's statement that Parliamentary government would
be preserved under a republic is worthless because Parliasmentary
governament depends upon the cobservance of Parliamentary conventions,
reapect for the rights and views of minorities, a wide franchise,
fair electoral laws and a representative body of legislators.

None of these conditions exist in South Africa today.

It may be argued that, from this point of view, a republic would
not make our situation worse.

Nevertheless it ias certain that many people who are not opposed

to republicanism in principle will vote against a republic in
consegquence of their profound distate for the objects znd methods
af the Nationalist Government.

A vote in favour of 2 republic within the Commonwealth might pave
the way for a republic outside it = and who ean guarantcee that we
would be permitted to remain within the Commonwealth even if we
desired it? "
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THE BLACK SASH DIE SWART SERP

Letter No. 1. = ESTELLA HOUSE,
478, Main-Road,
CLAREMONT, Cape.

17th February, 1960.

The Editor,
The Natal Mercury,
DURBAN.

Dear Sir,

The Central Executive of the Black Sash sincerely regrets that
the leader in the February issue of the Black Sash magazine created
an erroneous and unfortunate impression by the use of the word
WACCEPT" in the context that " it would accept a democratic republic
provided that a clear majority of the people = 211 the people -
degired -it. "

The policy of the Black 3ash iz as stated in the following
resolution taken at a National Conference of the organisation held in
Uetober 1958, i.e., " that while acknowledging sowe members are not
gpposed, in theory, to Republicanism, the Black Sash, recognising the
realities of the situation at the moment, emphatically rejects the
demand for a Nationalist Republic. "

This was further amplified by the press statement handed out at
the end of the Conference which read:=- :

. The Hack Sash has considered the Republican issue and
emphatically rejects the proposals of the Government
for a republic now, on the grounds that members: of the
Government have, through the Senate Act and other laws,
proved that they respect neither the spirit underlying
the Constitution nor the freedom of the individuasl, nor
the rights of ‘minorities.
We believe that any new Constitution, which reguires the -
allegiance of all South African, must safeguard the rights
of all, and should not be brought into being without the
support ‘of the overwhelming majorlity of all the peoples in
South Africsa. Whether this support is indeed a fact cannot
be ascertained unless the exact proposals for the new
Constitution are made public and time given for consideration
thereof. i

Youra faithfoully,

(5zd.) M.C. PETERSEN.
NATIONAL PRESIDENT.
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THE BLACK SASH. DIE SWART SERE.
Central Executive Committee.

ESTELLA HOUSE,
4Ta, Main Road,
CLAREMONT. Cape.

25th February, 1960.
Mrs. K.E. Brummer,
6, Glynnowood Grove,
Bellair,
DURBAN .

Dear Mrs. Brumnmer,

Thank you for your letter of the 16th instant, which only
arrived here on the 23rd, and was fully discussed at our meeting
on the 24th. '

Pirstly, after my report on what had occurred in Natal as @
reault of the 'Natal Mercury' report of our article on the Republic,
the C.BE. took a unanimous vote most sincerely regretting thal they
had caused 30 much distress in your Region. The points in your
letter were then dealt with individually.

With regard to No.l. The C.E. would like to explain that they
chose to have a leader on the subject of a Referendum and a Republic
because in wview of the Prime Minister's statement and of the fact
that legislation for a Referendum is %0 be introduced into Parliament
this Session, the subject was extremely topical. The C.E.,; however,
have noted Natal Coastal's comment concerning the timing of this
editorial.

2 The C.E. is quite happy to comply with your request that all
Regions should be asked to arrange for publication in their local
newspapers of the Resolution and statement taken in October 195B.

A The leading article on the Republic was never intended to convey
"guite a contrary opinion" from that contained in the Resoclution taken
at the Conference in 1958, In fact, the leader states " we see no
advantage whatever in the formation of a republic under the present
Nationalist Government." The trouble seems to have arisen because
the word "ACCEPTY was capable of being construed as meaning "WELCOME"
or "APPROVE", when what was meant was the Sash would not protest
against surh a Hepublic. We understand very how uneasy your RHegion
must feel, but can only assure you that in future we will try to
examine each word with even greater care than we have done in the past.

4, Qur reason for sending advance copies direct to all newspapers
throughout the country is in the hope of receiving publicity.
Unfortunately, in this case, the publicity received was of the wrong
sort.

In regard to the wish expressed in your letfter, we have
cancelled the copies sent to the Press in Natal Coasstal direct from
here and would be grateful if you weuld confirm that you do in fact
not wish us to send copies of the magazine direct to the press in
your Region. In future, shall we send extra copies of the magazine
to your magazine secretary, so that she can forward them on to the
Praess?

£ Whlle we i 1O
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