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Estells House,
47a, Mdn Road,
Cleremont, =
Caps Town. -

FRRMCECHCEE P F = e - Fe s s LR E ar B LRIL TR T

- 4th Sepbember, 1959.

Dear Sir,

No ecitizen.could fail to deplore the ovllieaks of
ricting, arscn asnd other forms of viclence fhat have Tecenily
occurred among Hfricen communities in perts cf Natal. 4% the
‘gome time, any responaible eitizen must recognise that ocutbreaks
of this kind ere, as they have slways been, in all parts of the
world, the result snd the outward sign of deepseated soclal and
cconomic ills,  These ills must be investigated and remedied. -
For this resgon it is the usual practice of civiliszed governments
to institute inquiries into emergency situations of this kind by
impartial judicial commlissiona. We believe this should be dons
in this instences - : :

There is thus ‘far no indication thet the Govermmcn

‘intend to institube such an enguiry into the unrest i>. satal.

But two of its offielals, Brigedier Els, “ssistant voenmigsioner of
Police, snd Dr, W.W.A.Eiselen, Secretary for Bantu Ldminisztration,
have made public stetements, spperently based on reporfta from
police =nd other officliels, which give csuse for anxiety. Poth
meintein that the disburbences are srouscd aend led by the Africean
Neti~nel Conpgress, despite the fact { which is not sufficlently
well-Enown) thst the Congress itsclf hes time ond asgein affirmed
a poliey of non-violence. Its cholce of the wespon of an
economlc boycott, 8 legel ond non-viclent one, sgainst what 1t

 regerds es injustice, is proof of the sincerity in this afflimmation,

These allepgations are entirely one-sided, end the grounds f
for making them sre, In Dr. Eisclen's case, that in the post g
verious deputations that have vriced the grievances of the people
hove been led by AN.C. lesders; in Brigsedier Els's caose, that
some of the lenders of some disturbances hove worn A.C. colours.

" Dr, Biselen's argument implies that to volce publlc
prievances is fo approve of viclence if such grievanzes are nob -
remedied, and obviously unjust ocssumption, = Brigadier Els, cqually
un justly, ottributes to the orgenisation responsibility for the -
aetions of every individusl member, L E L e
: The reasoris for the unrest that sre advenced by the
Africsn peaplec themselves, Dr. Eiseclen and Erigadier Els waive sside

gs mere pretexts with no real significencc.  They adicit that Ghese
reesons ore such mstters as low weges, end deepening poverty. influx
 control with its consequent bresking up of family 1life and ' |
interference wlth opnortunities of employment, Iinerecsing un-
emnloyment in urban arces, Municlnel monopoly of besr-brewing, eto.
- inyone with the slichtest understending of the nceds of eny human
beings must renlise that these sre grave matters of the deepest =
eomncern to the individunl becsuse they n»7fect the basic structure
of their individusl snd fomily lives, ~ They were not invented by
the L.N.C. or sny other voliticsl orgenisrtisn, nor could political
leeders of ony kind hove the power to induce ordinary men snd '
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Y7 Malli s,
CLAREMONT, (ape.

bth September, 1959,

Dear S5ir,

2 How that the whele guestion of "Christian National Education”
has once more been brought into the foreground from the assumption
that Dr. Verwoerd's etaterent on centralised education means that
G.N.E. prineiples are to te nationally edfowcedisd. The Black Sash
wishes to state clearly that it utterly rﬂpudiﬁtaa thE.pﬂliEF of C.HN.X.
as formalated in a handbook published by the F.A.K, in February 1944,
(Die Federasie van Afrikaanse Kultuurvereenigings).

Waile we wnabe « Mr., Theo Gerdner's statement at the Nationalist
Party Congress in Durban that the government has no connection with C.N.%.
our fears cannot be allayed by it as long as some of its authors hold
senior government poeitions, Fithﬂut a categarica; denial fromi the
Prime Minister and the repeal of the objectionable educational
ordinances which already exist, one cannot avoid suspecting that Mr,
Gerdner is maru;y trying to allay pre-provincial Council election fears
in Natal,

C+H.E+ policy as set out in the handbook is & cuharanﬁ system for
indoctrinating children and young people with nationalism and Calviniam
of the most narrow, fundsmentalist and intolerant kind. It repeatedl;
and: categoricallyseguatda “ahriati&n“ with Calvinism and "nationall
with Afrikanery Hationalism. It ia completely anthoritarian and inimieal
tc all freedom of thought and criticism. It affirms that God destined
Scuth Africa for "Die Boere Nasie" and that the Afrikaner has a devine
missidn, In a foreward tha Chairman ef the F.A.K. says "we want no
mixing of languages”, no mixing of cultures, no mixing of religionr

ne mixing of races!,

.'. T‘ﬂ.LE "B oW K
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