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THE BLACK SASH DIE SWART SERP

Estella House,
475, Ma n Hﬂad
Claremont,

Cape Town.

4th September, 1959,
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Dear Sir, 7’9 g /)

No gitizen could fail to deplore the outbreaks of
rioting, srson and other forms of viclence that heave recently
gcocurred smong Hfricon communities in perts of Natal, At the
geme time, sny respensible eltlizen must recognise that outbreasks
of this kind sre, os they heve slways been, in all perts of the
world, the result snd the cutward sipgn of deepseated scclsasl snd
ceonomic ills., Thege 1lls muat be investipated snd remedied,
For this reegon 1t is the ususl prootice of civilised govermmenta
to Institute ingulrles into emergency situstions of this kind by
impartial judicisl commissions. We believe this should be done
in this instance, :

There 1g thus far no indicstion that the Government
intend to instltute such an enguiry into the unrest in Natal,
But two of 1ts officials, Brigedier Els, fssigtant Commissioner of
Police, snd Dr, W.W.A.Eiselen, Secretery for Bsnbu fidministration,
have mede public statements, 2pporently based on reports from
police end other officisls, whieh rlve csuse for snxiety, Both
msinteln thet the disturberces sre sroused and led by the Lfricen
Netiongl b“ﬂf*ﬂﬂu, Sﬁcw*te the fret ( which is not sufficlently
well-known) thet the Conoress itself hag time snd spein affirmed
a policy QF’nun—vi l;nﬂﬂ. aeholies of Lhe weepoll of an
economio boyeoth, 5 Jeral ond non-viclent one, ag&inst what it
regords 25 injustice, 1s proof of the sincerity in this affimmation,

These allegntionag are enbirely one-sided, and the ground
for meking them sre, in Dr, Eiselen's case, thsat in the prst

verious deputations th 't have volced the prievericca of ths people
heve been led by A.N.C. lenders; in Bripodier Els's case, that
gome of the lenders of gome disturbances have worn AN.C. colours,

Dry, Biasclcen'’s nroument implles thet to wvolee publie
pricvances 1s to approve cf violense If such grievances are not
remedled, and obviously unjust sssumption, Brigadler Els, equslly
unjustly, rtbributes o the orpanisation ruspnnaibility fur the

actbions of every individunl member,

The reasons Tor the unresh that are advanced by the
Lfricon poople themselves, Dr, Eisclen and Brigadier Els walve aslde
ag mere pretexts with no renl sisnificance, They admit that these
ressong ore such metters as low woges, and deepening poverty, influw
contrel with 1ts consequent breaking up of family life and
Interfercrice with ornortunitics of employment, increosing un-
employment in urbsn srcas, Municipal monopoly of beer-brewing, ebos:
snyone with the slichitest understaending of the needs of any human
beings must reslise that these nre pgynve matters of the deepash
eoncern Lo the Individusl beenuse they sffect the basle structurs
of their individusl snd famile 1ives, They were not invented by
the [.N.C. or Bny cther naolitigs] orgnniention, Yor oould palltioal
leaders of ony Kind hove the power to induce ordinary men and
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