THE BLACK SASH. [fFrii DIE SWART SERP,

Tetella House ,
47a Main Road,
5 Claremont,
e : CAFE,

10th August, 1959,
Dear

 The Black Sash have been mest disappointed tu find that the
United Party M.P.'s and other officisls are unable to take part in our
Brains Trusts owing to a United Party Congress Resolution,

We believe that it would be in the interests of the country
for the main opposition to have its point of view properly represented
on these occaslons, and we, therefore, requested their head commlttee
to re-consider this matter.

¥We are acqpainting you with the contents uf thess luttﬁri
in the hope that you will find the pointe made of intaraaﬁ.

We intended to forward these letters to you earlier nt_d’
moere opportune time, but were unable to d¢ s0 owing tu the 1llness uf

our secretary. We hcpe that their arrival nuw will not inconvenience
JOU.

.. Yours fgithrullg. :
fhary Rt
Hon, Secretary.

The Black Sash letter to Mr. J. L. Horak dated 4th June, 1959,
"Dear Bir,

; We understand that the United Party hae advised 1ts nfflce
bearers and Members of Parliament not to teke part in the public meet-
ings which form part of the educational programme of the Black Sash,
The Black Sash regrets this decision and respectinlly raquautu that you
should consider the fsllowing statements:-

The Biack Sash 18 a nunQPartr prlitical organisation consist-
ing of women voters en the Parliamentary Roll ef South Africa, Its aims,
as lald down 1In its Constitution, are:-

1) To conduct propaganda, enlist suppsrt and aid for the
observance wfis

a) Political morality and the principles of Parliamentary
democracy within the Union Lf South Africa,
b) Civil rights and liherties,

11) Tie political education and anlightanhant cf citizens of
South Africa, and other persons,

.>141) The doing cf all such thines and the carryingz out of all such
activities as may further the objecta of the organisation,

It, therefore, conslders that the party in power should uphold pslitical
mcrality. Parliamantary demceracy, and the clvil righte and liberties
&f tha individual.

Thu Black Sash believes that the United Party t0n Euhncriban
to these principles, but realises that the United Party considers that
its policy must be formulated in such a way as tc win the suprort of
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the majorlty of the present electorate,

Members nf eur organisation have interviewed prominent Nationalists
with a view to pleading with them to ensure that the Party they have put
into power should base its legislation on the abeve-mentioned principles,
which are, basically, accepted by the whole of Western vivilization,

We have found considerable sympathy for the point of view we have
expressed but have been setonished to find, slso, great antlpathy towards
the United Party - so much so that we have the impression that, despite
diesatisfaction with their own party, these Nationalists would be un-
willing to wote for the United Party., We believe that this attitude

is the result, partly of Government misrepresentation of the United
Party, and partly of the unfortunate atmosphere which pravailu at politi-
cal party meeting during election .campaigns.

Part uf our educational programme 1s directdd towa rds the further—
ance of understanding between the different sections of our pecple, and
tv this end we have given platforms to speskers representing every shade
¢f political opinion, 3Because of this, public meetings, Brains Trusts,
ete. ; held under our suspices, are drawing large audiences of all politi-
cal persuasions; the fact that we heve had Nationelists on our plat-
forms has ensured that some in these audiences have been Natlonalists,
and, from reporte mede to us, we are satisfied that people who have
attended these meetings, held in an atmosphere of reasonableness and

. courtesy, now entertain a certain Tﬂapﬂﬂt for opinions which previously
were anathems tn them, :

We believe that, if the United Party were to participate in these
meetings, a growing number of voters would come to understand the United
Party's point of view,

In conclusion, may we state that the Black Sash, in pursuling its aims
and carrying out its educationsl programme, belleves that it 1s serving
the best intereste of South Afriea, It is in this spirit that we meke
this approach to you, and we appeal to you to heve your Party officially
represented on our public platforme,

We propose sending a copy of this letter of appeal to United Party
M.P's and M.P.C's after the 15th June, 1959, This date has been chosen
to ensure that your Committee has had time %o coneider it first, If
you have any cbjection to thig propcsal, plesse let us know in nrder
that we may discuss it with you."

Mr. J. L. Horak'e letter to the Black Sash dated 12th June, 1959
"Danr Madam,

1 thank you for your letter of Jine 4, which has been
passed to me by my Pretoria Office,

I would in the first instance point out that the direec— --
tive to the Party's office-bearers and public representatives to which
you refer does not apply only to Joint public meetings held under the
auspices of your organisation, but to &ll Joint pﬂbliﬂ meetings with
other political orgenlsations,

In this connection I am directed to explain that many years
of experience have impressed upon the Party the unwisdom of appearing
on platforma with members of other political or quasi-political urganl-
sations, and of addreseinz meetings spomsared by such crzaniesations,

Too often these appearances have resulted in the Party
being wrongly associated in the public mind, both with the methods and
objectives of such srganisatinns, and with the views expreseed by the
vther participants, frequently merely on the basia that such views have

. for one reason or another not been repudiated vehemently encugh by the
Party representative, (Let me here say that the tone of such Joint
meetinges ur symposiums 1g almost invariebly set by the Chalrman or
question-master, who may well be partisan in outlook),
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The risks involved might Jjustifiably be taken were your organi-
sation able to arrange gatherings at which people more favuurably
inclined towards the Government Party than towards the United Party
were present in significant numbers {o provide possible converts to
our poipgt of view. This has not, however, been the caee,

In all circumstances, therefore, the Party can see litile advan-
tage in belng represented at such gatheringe, the more especially as
recent press reports would seem to indicate that your crganisation is
now publicly assoclated with a number of other organisations, amonget
which are some whose ¢bjJects and methods are entirely disapproved by
the United Party."

The Black Sash letter to Mr. J. L. Horak dated 8Bth July, 1959.
" Dear Mr. Horak,

I thank you for your letter of 177 June and wish to confirm
thet we should still be grateful 1f you will ensure that the matter
raised in our letter is placed before the Head Committee, We would
point vut thet we quite understand your unwillingness tc take part in
a Sash meeting when the only speaker on the platform in one from the
United Party or when the cnly uther ereakers exprecs oplnlons that are
more "left" than yours. But when your Party's pcint of view ls merely
one of several, including Wationallisis, or others %o the Prigzht" cf yours
then it seems to us that your Party cannot he hormed,

We understand your nmisgivings ehout Cheirman o2r Question Masters,
but we would point cut that no speakers on dur platforme, not even
the Nationalists, have found cause to complain about our Chalrman or
Queetion Masters., The guestiona nkogsen are either completely objective
or 8o phrased that each different pcint cf view 1is solicited.

The whole pcint of our educational meetinss is to ensure that each
different point of view is put befcre the evilence,

S8ince we are plasning Brains Trusts in Xinberley, Bloemfonteln,
Kokstad, Johannesburg, Paarl end othsr ceni-ee, where & substantial
number >f Mationalists can be expected 5 attend, we eincerely hope that
you will find it possible to enable representatives from your Party to
attend so that poople may ‘learn your views and that United Party suppir-
tere will nct bs disappointed at not hearing your cese put from the
platform,

Although we have mssoclated with mehy orsenisstions that are
working for the removal ¢f unjust laws, it doea not necessarily mean
that we offer them a platform for the expressinrn of their views, There
ere pome that have received no invitocticn from usj but es far as the
A.N,C. 18 concerned we consider that as the largeat politicel vrgeni-
gation of Africans in this country, it is desirable that, from time to
time, white people should know their views, There have been occaslons
when no representative from the A.N.C. wes present. On such an
oecasion wonld it not have been pussible to take partl

In the future we hope that when the other speakers on a Sash
platforn will nct prove an embarrassment to the United Party, represen—
tatives of the United Party will take part."

Letter from Mr, J. L. Horak to the Black Sach dated 1l4th July, 1959.

" Dear Mrs. Eirt .

I write to acknowledze receipt of your leiter of July 8 which will
be submitted to the next meeting of the Ceniral Executive Committee of
the United Party.

I shall communicate agein with you in due cuurse,"
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