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1, Political Contoxt

On Hay 1%, 1386 when the Cemmonwzalth TPG returncd to Zaps Town for a crucial
meeting with the RS5A cabinct, they could net fail to see flames and plumes

of black smoke rising from the sstellite camp of Cld Crosszroads south of

D.7, Malan airport, and a fow hours latcr thoy received nasws of the SADF
cross border raids into fotswana, Zambia and Zimbabwo.

Those evants signalled yet another drastic downturn in the affairs of
our city and country. The pow:sr that flows from the barrel of a gun had once
more quenched the flickering hope that ncgotiation based on azuthentic concern
for human rights reducc and ultimately resolve the violont conflicts of
apartheid., The EPG mission was aborted, sanctions hecamc the agenda of
western and commonwealth nations, krapdadigheid took over, and within a month
a countrywidc state of emergency was declared. This has enabled the so-
called national sccurity manapemcent system to swing into full operation,
with detentions, vigilante actions and severe rustrictiuns on normal
political activity and publishing piling up month by month,

2. HMetrepelitan Context

The Crossroads / KTC disaster nceds also to be set more specifically in the
Cape mctropelitan context. Ovar the past decade this arza has seon a
succession of black #* squatter camp criszs (as the racession reduced tha
nzed for black labour). There were demolitions at Modderdam and Werkgenot |

in 1977, Unibel 1978, Creossroads growth and resistance to harrassment snd
demolition threats 1974 - 79, the April 1979 Koornhof rz pri:ve and establish-
ment of Hew Crossroads model township, the January 19383 XTC squatter
eéxplosion and March 1583 announcemant of Khayelitshe - to include ultimate
removal of all black residents of greater Care Town ... Thz list scems
endless.

Capc metropolitan transport planners estimate that the urban black
population (for years an absurd de jurc 110 000 zpprox) prew from 216 000 in
1960 to 560 00D in 1935, Their figures are no doubt also inaccurate but

# The opinions expressed in this working paper are those of the writer
and are subject to correction, They are based on reading many documents
including by J. Cole, C. Glover, T. Weaver, Legal Resources Centre, also
D. Qussell, alsc ten years of nowspaper clippings (mainly English
language press) and limited but very formative personal cxperionces,
Also useful was thz TPG report ifission to South Africa.

## Dlack here refers spoecifically te African (Rhosa speoaking) poople.




the peneral trend is indisputable: the black scctor, so long disadvantazod
by law and policy {(cclourcd labour proference in Mostarn Cape), has beon
and is growing at a stupondous and ncar-unstoppsile rate. Within 25

ycars it will probably equal the so-ca2lled colourced pojpulation and there-
after bocome the largzst szctor (sce statistics in “unpg 20CC: a viable
third world metropclis?” in Problums of Township Children and Youth, TLP
roport dlack Sash Cape Yestern 1536).

Tans of thousands of ordinary black pzople strugpling for family life,
urtan stability and full human rights have beoen buffeted by conflicting
and divergent forces - tha stots, conmores and nj_:try, libcratory move-
mhﬂts {1&3&1 and illzgel) and tlack opocrtunism, Tor survival "little

rionle” have had to alisn themsclves on short or lonsoer tarm basis with on-
or other grouping, but alliznces znd divisicns tend to be complax, dynanic
énd unstablz ss opcrative forces compotz for the support or compliance of

the massos, Elnch 1+?L - / the long banned AT and rﬂu gszzil to have h:ﬂﬂ
growing in strhﬁgf.. covartly enpaged in political and sucrilla activitie
indirectly expressing thamselvaes througn lzzal chartorist and black
corsciousnasc orjinicciicns, {The lattzr, by contrast with the Stave IZilo
ere, take a hardlinc socialist position,)

3. Crosgsroads 1334 - 5

Yhereas in the carly yoers wonmen zxercised strong orzanised leadership in
the struggle against ramoval, once major national and intcrnational support
resourcas pourad in the men took over and oustad or marginaliscd the

woman, 2y 1984 = 5 the castern scector (J1ld Crossaroads) was undor the con-
trel ﬂf Johnson ligxobongwana, who was alsc chairman of the (black) Hestern
Cape Civic Association and therzforc nominally a leader in the Unitad
Uemocratic Front. 7o the west there were several satcllite camps, with
their respactive losdars (including Yamile, Toise, 3iphika, Hoza).

In ¥cbruary 1985 rumours of forced removal led to pitchad battles
betwezzn state forces and Crossroads squattors, aided by township youth
(“comrades™). Thercafter wore devicus methods were used to induce groups
to move to Site U, Thayeslitsha (12 month pormits, fineacial assistance)
where Hoza (of the formor "“Cathedral group') ostablishzd himsclf as overall
lcader. OJthers, notably llyanga Extension, llyanga 3Sush and Fortland
Cemznt, proved rosistant,

By April - ifay 193% the metropolitan black mosaic included - O1d
Crossroads, Hew Crossroads (where United Vomens Organisation M2 and Cape
African Youth Congriss CAYZD were militant), Zheyelitsha houscs and 3ite
C squatters (npprurimately 35 000) and the existing townships vhers
community organisations were flourishing {less so in Lanpa than in llyanga
and Guguletu} Althouch migrant labour had been much reduced, with hostels
being converted intc family housing, particularly in Langa, thc Hestern
Cape iloste 1 Du zllers Acsociation was emcrging as a welcowe addition to the
democratic "progrecesive’ movement,

There were sharp tensions between 0id and ilew Crossroads, particularly
over monies collected for lepal defence of poople {mainly wemon) arrested
in connection with ront protests end boycotts, and therz was a rising
spiral of communal violence. The countrywide unrast and state of emcrgency
restrictions impactcd sharply on the Yostzrn Cape, cspocially after
Ucteober 1935, w1th boycotts, massive dotentions DF comwrunity and church
leaders and interne" ine strifc in the townships.



o The iay June 1936 Catastronhc

"Hideek" (vigilante) attacks on ilow Crossrosde in Tocomber 1235 and Harch
1335, yot in the space of a fow washks in lMay-Junc 1505 vigilantas (froa
-1d Erﬂssraadﬂ and rhayelitshs wvers abls to torch tho h¢"~s af =0 00C
peoplz in Crogssrozde setcllits camps and anothar 30 G20 in ITC, (The
actual ovents have boen well documantad: thoey will rot he dut&ilﬂd hore. )
Clearly the balancy of power had shiftcd. - Dow? Thy?

5. Logal ! 1ianc: of Stat: Collusion

Affidavits collzctad Hy tiiz Legal locsourcos Coentro frvom rasideonts, clersy,
press photog apha =, occnior ﬂnvrﬂa*iﬂts and madical dectors consistontly
silege active inv lv crant 5y SA Polico, and 11005 with SADS as accoonlicas,
&n LR memorandun antitlad ;urﬂﬁsrnai s, LTC and ths Courts”. d

averts and lepal actions tsiicn durins the mid-usy to - y

culninating in the ipnominious H1+:w"ﬁwfl, minntes | g
trizl in tha Cape Jupraie Tourt was duc te bogin, tua ildnister o
and Crdcor, th: Police znd cother Despondants. This tirial would han
t:st:i and assissed the allzsations pass ggainst the State, In wlthdrawing
the lcopondents stated thet thoy ware not thoreby admitting liability

for the destruction of th: four camas,
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The residents wore incensod and proxptly instituted civil claims for
cempensation, Hoting that “ro class or repr“écntgtiuﬂ action is possibls
under Couth African law" the UCT Institute of Crimincloey offcred to

aszsist LIC in collectinn ctatcuents. 'With tHﬁ aid cf some fifty hastily
trainzdé voluntecers {+H¢*uuiﬁf about fo r;y i tne rocently cstablished
clacl Sash wanshlps Lizison Project) 3 EL, ctatiments wars collected
in throee weeks, computariscd and scrvad on the idnster in lettor form
within the npec1fiaﬂ legel period. Th2 amounts claincod total ncarly
%3 - million. A truly sagnificent zffeort. Test cases are currently
nending in the Cape Suprﬁrﬂ Court ang thuugu- iz beine pivoen to the
plight of tha majority of the 02 000 refuzecs whose clains could not be
coliacted and precoessed in timz,

Se ncfugses and Golicf

From day one, lMay 18 - 19, it was clear that rzlief ozcrations on an
unorecedconted scale would be roguired. Glelfare bodies, community and
student organisations, churches and individeals rallicd in a spontancous
ad hoc, partly cocrdinated response, initially to basic ncads (fnﬂd
blankets, sheltor, health care). Churches and comaunity centres becams
refunee settlﬂmﬂn* s, plestic shelters blogcsomed in backyards and on open
land in townships and once more ir thz (southern part of) UTC, and fﬂr a
while people clunn to the hope of being able to return to the ir home

Howavoer, as the months dragged by and the gap botwesn relief resources
and capabilities znd refuges neads widzned the trickle of refusoes to
snayelitsha becamc a flood, OSites © and C in fhavelitsha probably now
represent the largost znd densest concentration of poverty, unomployment
and shear destituticon in the ilestorn Cape - despite the appearance of a
flourishing informsl scector and food gardcons, and soc provision of job

reation payments (220 p.u.) by Department of ilanpower,

ileentime State of lmergoncy rastrictione, dotentions and harrassments
(includinz the advert of the notorious "bluc ovzralls / kitskonstabels™)
hav2 brousht prograssive township organication to e ncar standstill,
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Focoplz are thereby desrived of sclf hzlp rasources and coumiunal zupport
networks at a tinz of intunss 2nd intensifying distrasc. Host poonle
arz now reancad o a doesperate strvosle for sheor poysieal survival:

ront boycotts literally mexe the diffcronce bhotwaen catine end net ecating,

i
.

fiu squatters arc secldng ungrade of their arca, witnh Cri office for
Community Services {fornorly UCDD) wying with Urban Pfoundation for cons:znt
and cooperation, The threst of forcsl runmoval has not disauvpsarad:
anothor large zito end sorvice arza 2t Thayelitsha will shortly 52 raady
for occupation, and it is cléar tiat the naticnsl scecurity manapaaont
systim and its leocal (T aro datorined to brinz 2ll sguatting into
conformity with their nattorns. of contiollsability and containment,

The burnt arca of Jrossroads hes been levallad and drainad and is
ready for developmont tut officipl statements rossrding next steps ars
acbiguous (the Urban Tountation pullad out soon aftar the cenflagration

end is roputcdly non srata with the State.)

7. Soliderity

sunpert orsanisations ond institutions in the wider coisrunity are alse
"licking their wounds®. #Wolfzre boldics, whose meterial and parscnncl
razources are drainad, arc plaguad with dependaacy attitudos and
unreelistic expectations (soretines raiscd by curveys of resident's
ncads and perceived prioritiss)., Political solidarity srousings find it
difficult to maintain cortact and comaunication with ornaniszc black
groupings, let elone dovelop consensus and stratepy concerrine how best
to carry forward the people’s strupsle for accoptamce and full
rarticipation ir 2 nonracizl and cconomically just city and country.,

J. The Dlaci: Sash

The Zlack Sash sharec this sense of dileisa. “e have no answor, no
blucprint, Vhat we do have, szpart from the usual resources of a white
middle class organisaticn, arz - the strength of the Advice Office '
history of invclvemeat in black people’s struszles aszinst the pass-
laws, thoe learnings of rzecent outrcach to rural greas, experiences of
blaclk militancy and ubuntu (humanrcss) toth in lergoscale ovants like
funerals (now severely rcstricted) and on & smalier scsle in monitoring
trials of naorsons charged under security lepislation, driving familiecs
to visit political prisoners in local and DSoland jails, sharing social
cccasions with femili:s of dztainees (in Doland as well as locally) and
vigiting families and churchzs in townships and sguatter areas.

All these renow our hope, courage and ebility to go on "plodding the
vision™ of an opun society in which the inevitable discomforts of third
world material standards will be more than offset by the social, cultursl
and interpersonal enrichment made poscible whon podgiven human potentials
are liberated and allowed to flourish., A luta continua,

{largarct Hash
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